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Good morning, Five Forks Church. Those here in the room or listening online, it’s
great to have you worshipping with us today.

The last two weeks, there is a verse | have been challenging us to memorize. It is 1
John 2:6 that simply states,

®Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did. (1 John 2:6
NLT)

Jesus is full love, compassion, understanding, forgiveness, patience and kindness...
During his time on earth, the poor, hurting, and broken knew that. That was why
they were so quick to try and reach out to him, so they could receive the peace
and healing he provides.

But today, what does his church look like? How think about this... On a scale of 1-
10, how would you rate the Christian Church when it comes to living out 1 John
2:6 and being true examples of Jesus?

The sad truth is that | think for many non-believers in the world around us, |
suspect the rating would be VERY low. Honestly, | think many people would say
that Christians are the complete opposite of who Jesus is. Christians are often
associated with being quick to judge others, condescending, hypocritical, and the
like.

In fact, if you want a real idea of what the world thinks of Christianity right now,
allow me to show you what a Google search revealed when | simply typed in the
sentence, “| am alone with a Christian.”
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*Show Pic* “If you are feeling unsafe or uncomfortable in your current situation,
please prioritize your safety and move to a public place or contact emergency
services immediately.”

Shocking, isn’t it? But it gets worse. You see, | was curious, so | decided to replace
“Christian” in that sentence with many other forms of religion and beliefs...

“l am alone with a Buddhist, Atheist, Muslim, Hindu, etc...” All the results stated
something along the lines of, “Being alone with that person is completely
normal, safe, and no different than being alone with anyone else.”

How does that make you feel?

For myself, | will say that when | discovered this, | was angry at first. How dare
they make this assumption and judgment about me!!

But then... my heart sank. Why is this the result it gave? It's because Google just
takes information from what many people have said about that kind of situation.
And for many, MANY people, around our nation and the world, they have felt that
same judgment and pain as we may have when reading that result. But let’s be
real, the judgment and pain they’ve received is far more than we may feel from
this little Google search.

For centuries, the Christian church has hurt so many people. | believe that’s why
many people in the Christian church are beginning to no longer use the term
“Christian” and are instead calling themselves a “Disciple” or “Follower of Jesus”
because of the negative baggage that Christianity carries.

That should break our hearts. | know it breaks the heart of the One whom
Christianity was named after... Jesus Christ himself.

For so many, Christians and Christianity has been viewed as a body of negativity, a
body of people that are so far from what we claim we try to be. That is why we
are here to say, “NO MORE!” It is time that we stand up and truly become a
church built on... Authenticity, as we aim towards Becoming Authentic Disciples
of Jesus.



That is our purpose in life... to become authentic disciples of Jesus. The real thing.
We are not here just for show, for the coffee and doughnuts, fun music, free
childcare... No...

We are here because we believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior and we are
dedicating our lives to knowing, loving, and following him!

What this means, as we talked about in the first week of this series, is that in our
pursuit of Authenticity as disciples of Jesus, we must ensure that we what we do
and who we are goes beyond outward appearance. We are after genuine heart
change here.

With that genuine change, it means we also must practice what is preached.
Don’t proclaim yourself as a disciple if you’re not actually going to live out what is
contained within His Word.

Finally, being an authentic disciple means that we must resemble the master. We
must resemble Jesus.

Today, I'd like for us to explore what means for us to be... Authentic Disciples
who create an Authentic Welcoming Atmosphere

People of all backgrounds would flock towards Jesus, yet today, people flee from
Christians. How did we get so far off track? Today, we will look to answer that
qguestion, and then we will look to the example of Jesus about how we must be
changed so that we can begin creating a welcoming, authentic atmosphere as he
did, and in turn, becoming authentic disciples who emulate our Master.

Let’s now look to answer that first question...
I How Did We Get So Far Off Track?

As we answer this question, I'd like for us to look at an example from Scripture
found in Galatians 2. It’s here in Galatians that we read a story of someone, who,
just like many Christians today, declared that his goal was to spread the good
news of Jesus unto all. But then, he got off track. VERY off track...



That man was Peter. Now, we all know about Peter’s wild journey during his time
traveling with Jesus. He had many ups and downs in his early years of being a
disciple. For example, Peter was the one who was ready to fight and protect
Jesus, even slashing off the ear of one of the men who came to arrest Jesus... but
then he acted hypocritically, denying even knowing Jesus soon after.

Peter would learn a lot from these ups and downs, and it led him to becoming a
key leader in the early Christian Church. Jesus himself even said this in Matthew
16:18,

18 Now | say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock |
will build my church...

Peter certainly did become a rock for the Early Church. He became a wise, bold
leader, one who you could count on for sound teaching and being a godly
example. He was a true example of an authentic disciple!

But sadly, even authentic disciples still miss the mark, still struggle, and still sin...
What was Peter’s sin you may be wondering? Well, his authenticity slipped, and it
resulted in the one thing he never wanted to have happen again... He became
hypocritical.

In a moment of weakness, it was as if Peter forgot the central truth of the Gospel:
The truth that Jesus saves people of every nation and racial background entirely
by faith in him.

Salvation depends on God’s grace given to us freely in Jesus’ death, resurrection,
and his ongoing presence in our lives. It is that and nothing else!

Although Peter certainly knew this, he slid backward and began to act as though it
were not true. Here’s what happened...

Peter had been serving as one of the leaders in the church at Jerusalem, one that
was comprised of mostly Jewish Christians. If you remember from our Hebrews
series, those are the Christians that were originally Jews but became Christians
when they came to know Jesus. What this means is that Peter, who was a Jew
himself, had been leading and interacting with people who were just like him.



That is until he decided to leave Jerusalem and visit the church in the city of
Antioch, located north of Jerusalem. Unlike Jerusalem, the church in Antioch was
comprised of many non-Jewish people, or as they’re better known as... Gentiles.

You see, several years prior to Peter visiting Antioch, there were other Jewish
Christians who came before him and began spreading the Good News of Jesus
unto all. As a result, many Gentiles came to know and follow Jesus, now making
up the vast majority in the church there.

Fast forward and Peter arrives in Antioch to the Gentile Christians welcoming him
with open arms! For them, it was an incredible honor for them to meet one of the
great disciples of Jesus.

Initially, Peter reciprocated their kindness as he would sit and eat meals with
everyone there, or as Paul explained it in the beginning of Galatians 2:12,

12\When he (Peter) first arrived, he ate with the Gentile believers, who were not
circumcised. (Galatians 2:12a NLT)

Now, in order to eat with the Gentiles, Peter had to ignore the very long-standing
separation between the Jews and Gentiles. Yet, roughly 10 years earlier on in his
ministry, Peter already experienced this, learning and growing from it.

Found in Acts 10, is the story of Peter meeting a Roman army captain named
Cornelius, a Gentile, and was invited into his home...

28 peter told them, “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish man to enter a
Gentile home like this or to associate with you. But God has shown me that |
should no longer think of anyone as impure or unclean. (Acts 10:28 NLT)

Seeing the faith of Cornelius and his passion for wanting to learn who Jesus is, we
then read this...

34Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 3°In every
nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 3¢ This is the message
of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. (Acts 10:34-36 NLT)



Like | said, Peter had already broken the barrier of interacting with Gentiles, and
this meeting in Antioch 10 years later is exactly what he experienced with
Cornelius. So, everything was going great for Peter in Antioch, but then...
Something happened.

A new group of Jewish Christians came from Jerusalem to Antioch, just like Peter.
However, unlike Peter, this group believed in keeping Jews and Gentiles
separate...

These new arrivals were devoted to the strict observance of Jewish rituals and
practices, and they had no use for anyone who didn’t feel the same way.

You see, they didn’t realize that the ceremonial requirements of Moses had been
pointing ahead to the Savior. They didn’t realize that with the coming of Jesus, the
old rituals were left behind for a more direct, personal relationship with God
through faith in Jesus.

And even though they saw Jesus as the promised Messiah, they didn’t believe
Jesus alone was enough to save someone. They thought you were saved by faith
in Jesus AND being circumcised, observing strict laws about food and drink, and
many other rituals and regulations from the law of Moses. Thus, they insisted that
before Gentiles could be included in fellowship with them, they essentially had to
become like Jews.

When | read about this group of Jewish Christians, it makes me think of the classic
Dr. Seuss book: The Sneetches and Other Stories

“Now the star-belly Sneetches had bellies with stars, while the plain-belly
Sneetches had none upon thars... The star-belly Sneetches would sniff and
they’d snort: "We’ll have nothing to do with the plain-belly sort.”“

As this is now happening in Antioch, the question is... Will Peter fall back to his
star-bellied ways, snorting at the Gentiles like this group of fellow Jewish
Christians? Or will he stand firm in what God had already revealed to him 10 years
prior? Let’s pick up in Galatians 2...



But afterward, when some friends of James (Jewish believers from Jerusalem)
came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism
from these people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. 13 As a result,
other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy... (Galatians 2:12b — 13a NLT)

That’s heartbreaking, isn’t it? How easy it is to fall into peer pressure and
hypocrisy, even for the one who was to be “The Rock” of the church.

Thankfully, this story does not end there! Being a witness to all of this happening,
the Apostle Paul confronted Peter and this group of Jewish Christians...

14When | saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, |
said to Peter in front of all the others, *>“You and | are Jews by birth, not
‘sinners’ like the Gentiles. ®Yet we know that a person is made right with God
by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ
Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ,
not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with
God by obeying the law.”

19For when | tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So | died to the law—I
stopped trying to meet all its requirements—so that | might live for God. 2° My
old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives
in me. So | live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me. 2*1 do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if
keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ
to die. (Galatians 2:14-16, 19-21 NLT)

The core of Christianity, of authentic discipleship, is right there in verse 20,

It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So | live in this earthly body by
trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians
2:20 NLT)

But sadly, we’re often in danger of forgetting that, getting off track, and acting as
though it isn’t true. This happened to Peter, and if it could happen to him, it could
happen to any of us.



That is why we must learn from examples like this so that we do not make the
same errors today.

Looking at this story, | believe there are two key mistakes Peter and the Jewish
Christians made that led to them getting so off track. These are mistakes that
ultimately pushing others away from Jesus, rather than welcoming them with
open arms.

Sadly, these are mistakes that | believe still exist in the church today. That is why
we must learn from this example and avoid them like the plague if we are going
to be true, authentic disciples of Jesus.

First, looking at Peter’s shortcomings, he...
A. Feared People More Than Focusing on Jesus

Looking back, Peter’s problems began when he started fearing other people more
than he focused on Jesus. At first, he was enjoying meals with the Gentile
Christians. Life was great and the name of Jesus was being honored and spread!

But then those very strict and pious people came to town, people who believed
that salvation requires more than faith in Jesus. In that moment, Peter was more
afraid of making a bad impression on them, so he stopped sharing meals with his
Gentile friends. He stopped doing what God actually instructs of us to fit in with
others.

How often doesn’t something similar happen to us as well? We’re so afraid of
what certain people might think of us that we forget to ask what Jesus himself
thinks, and before we know it, we’re denying the Gospel and making other
things matter more than Jesus.

If you claim to be a disciple of Jesus, then there is no opinion that should matter
more than his and his alone. We must never forget that, never be ashamed of
that, and never fear that. Romans 1:16...



16 For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God
at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.
(Romans 1:16 NLT)

Peter forgot this, and thankfully, Paul was there to confront and correct him... but
what would have happened if no one was there to correct? Hurt, brokenness, and
people being pushed away from Jesus.

That sounds a lot like what happens today, doesn’t it? Because that’s what
happens when we fear others more than we love and trust in Jesus.

And that same result happens with this 2" mistake, one made by the Jewish
Christians that Peter got sucked into. They were...

B. Valuing “The Rules” More Than People

Otherwise known as legalism. This was a major issue in Jewish culture, and it was
one that Jesus fought against regularly with the Pharisees and religious leaders.

For example, in Mark 2 we find this short story...

23 One Sabbath day as Jesus was walking through some grainfields, his disciples
began breaking off heads of grain to eat. 2 But the Pharisees said to Jesus,
“Look, why are they breaking the law by harvesting grain on the Sabbath?”

25 Jesus said to them, “Haven’t you ever read in the Scriptures what David did
when he and his companions were hungry? ¢ He went into the house of God
(during the days when Abiathar was high priest) and broke the law by eating the
sacred loaves of bread that only the priests are allowed to eat. He also gave
some to his companions.”

27Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made to meet the needs of
people, and not people to meet the requirements of the Sabbath. (Mark 2:23-27
NLT)

Rules are important, yes. In fact, there are many rules and commands found in
Scripture that | believe are crucial for us to follow. However, what Jesus reminds



us here, and what Peter and the Jewish Christians forgot is the HEART behind the
rules.

With every commandment that we find in Scripture, it was never God trying to
make life more difficult for people! Rather, every commandment and “rule” in
Scripture are revelations of His love.

And being rooted in that love, we find how they were made to help us live how
God intended... a life built on holiness! Furthermore, these commandments were
made so that we can better understand God, better represent Him, and better
reach His people.

Never forget, we are disciples of Jesus, not disciples to a rulebook.

Alright... | recognize that | have been focusing a lot on the negative so far. | think
that is because we can a lot from past mistakes. But there is also much we can
learn from the positive, so for the rest of our time I’d like us to look to Jesus, our
master and teacher, so that we can learn how to be welcoming as he was. So...

1. How Did Jesus Create a Welcoming Atmosphere?

Quite honestly, we could do a whole sermon series looking at how Jesus created
such a welcoming atmosphere because there is just so much here to focus on and
breakdown. | tell you all that so you’re aware that sadly we are not able to look at
the whole picture today... BUT, there are two key factors that | would like us to
focus on that will give us a good idea of how Jesus did this.

Beginning with this first key point...

A. Jesus Searches for Those in Need
Some time ago | went with our Student Ministries to Hersheypark, and a few of
our students convinced me to ride the biggest and fastest roller coaster they

have. (Pic of Candymonium Roller Coaster) Despite not being a big fan of
coasters, | reluctantly agreed, and was, admittedly, a little nervous.
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Well, if you’ve ever been on a roller coaster, you know that before the ride takes
off, they have a ride attendant that checks every passenger, making sure that
each person is fastened and secured.

The students wanted to sit towards the front, so we were some of the first people
the attendant checked. He came by, made sure my lap bar was latched into place,
nice and secure, and moved on, searching for the next person to help.

When | think about that, | can’t help but think of how Jesus acts in a similar way
with us as people. He’s looking out for all of us, always, but he’s specifically
searching for those who need his help. Let me give you an example...

In Luke 15, Luke writes that...

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus

teach. 2This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he
was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! (Luke 15:1-2
NLT)

Of course, the legalistic rule followers were complaining... But Jesus did not care.
He was searching for those who needed his help.

To help the Pharisees, and us today, better understand Jesus’ heart for searching
and helping those in need, he went on to tell them this famous parable...

4“If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do?
Won'’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the
one that is lost until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry
it home on his shoulders. ® When he arrives, he will call together his friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because | have found my lost sheep.’

’In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents

and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t
strayed away! (Luke 15:4-7 NLT)
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Jesus is always on the search to heal and redeem. To help save the hurting and
broken. Once he sees that your lap bar is secure, he’s going to look for who needs
his help next.

Yet, even still, he’s still there to watch over you and tighten things up if things
start getting a little loose, but he goes to search for who are next in needing his
help. “He leaves the 99 to find the one”.

We must accept that, embrace that, and as we aim to become authentic disciples
of Jesus that resemble him, we must also be searching for those that we can help
serve in his name.

That is how we must emulate Jesus as we aim to help and serve the people of this
world, but we must also emulate Jesus in this second clear manner...

B. Jesus’ Goal was Always Redemption/Transformation

Found in the Gospel of Luke are two stories that are close together, have a fairly
similar feeling at the start, but end drastically different...

In Luke 18:18-30 is the story of The Rich, Young Ruler. It’s of a young man who is
very wealthy that asks Jesus how he can inherit eternal life. This is his response...

20 But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not
commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not steal. You must not
testify falsely. Honor your father and mother.””

21 The man replied, “I’'ve obeyed all these commandments since | was young.”
22\When Jesus heard his answer, he said, “There is still one thing you haven’t
done. Sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

23 But when the man heard this, he became very sad, for he was very rich. (Luke
18:20-22 NLT)

And after that he walked away, defeated... Well, fast forward a little bit to the
next chapter, to Luke 19:1-10 where we meet Zacchaeus, the Tax Collector.
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Jesus and his disciples arrived into the city of Jericho, where a large crowd started
to form, located in that crowd was none other than Zacchaeus.

As the story goes, Jesus calls for Zacchaeus and says he’d like to be a guest in his
home, and read what happens next...

®Zacchaeus... took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. ” But the
people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,”
they grumbled.

8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my
wealth to the poor, Lord, and if | have cheated people on their taxes, | will give
them back four times as much!”

JJesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has
shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. °For the Son of Man came to seek
and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:6-10 NLT)

Reflecting on these two stories, we see that both of the men that Jesus interacted
with were incredibly wealthy, and both were searching, wanting to be saved, and
Jesus gave them similar instructions to let go of their love for money, and instead
follow him and become a changed man who focuses on loving God and others.
Instructions that we are still called to follow today!

As we know, Zacchaeus repented and changed for the better, leaving overjoyed.
Meanwhile, the Rich, Young Ruler could not let go... so he walked away sad.

Now the reason | share these two stories to help us understand that Jesus had a
deep love for both of these men. He searched for them in his love, and in that
love, he wanted to redeem and transform them for the better, not let them
continue to live in their broken ways.

But in order for that to happen, the person needs to be willing. In Luke 5:32,

321 have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who
know they are sinners and need to repent.” (Luke 5:32 NLT)

13



Those who know they are sinners. Those who know they are lost, and Jesus is
there to give them the map! The question is, are you willing to follow?

As | wrestled with this, | believe that in the same way, we are called to help one
another be redeemed and transformed. We are called to provide that map for
others. However, we cannot push and force someone into believing. Jesus had to
do the hard thing, and watch the rich, young ruler walk away.

Could he have forcibly grabbed his arm and dragged him along? Certainly! But
that wouldn’t have truly transformed and redeemed him.

As authentic disciples of Jesus, we want to help everyone. We want to provide
everyone with the map, and we should! But sometimes, others might reject that
map. And that can be hard fathom.

It’s in those moments that | believe we are challenged to trust deeper in Jesus and
his guiding hand, as we humbly and patiently continue expressing his love, even
when others reject or even deject us. | believe that is how we can imitate his

example in creating a Welcoming Atmosphere.

As we now look to conclude our time together this morning, I'd like to reiterate
these points once more...

In our quest to becoming Authentic Disciples, we must refuse to fall into the
similar traps and mistakes that so many Christians have done so in the past.

We must refuse to fear people more than we focus on Jesus.
We must refuse to value “the rules” more than people.

With that, we must also look to follow the example of our teacher, Jesus, as he
was “the friend of sinners”, because...

Jesus always searched for those in need and his goal was always to
redeem/transform others.

Would you pray with me? PRAYER
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Benediction:

In our pursuit to become authentic disciples of Jesus, we must follow his example
when it comes to interacting with others.

Would you read our memory verse for this series with me?

®Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did. (1 John 2:6
NLT)

As we aim to live out our lives as authentic disciples of Jesus, let us keep this on
our hearts each day, and let it be our reminder of who we are striving to resemble

with our thoughts, words, and deeds.

Thank you everyone, and we will see you next week.
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