FIVE FORKS BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH
9244 Five Forks Road
Waynesboro, PA 17268-9612 Tel: (717) 762-2991

SCRIPTURE: Job 38-42 DATE: 2026-08-16

Series’ Three Lessons from Job

SERMON: “Who is this God?”

(Credit John H. Walton) Good morning, Five Forks church. Good to be with you today.
Introduction

| enjoy watching some of those old shows like Perry Mason which feature primarily a
courtroom scene. Perry is the defense attorney and always debating with his adversary,
prosecutor, Hamilton Burger. They write those shows so that it seems like Burger has the
case sowed up and he always has this smug look on his face as he anticipates winning the
case and defeating Perry. But then right at the climax of the show, Perry comes up with some
strange twist or new information and wins the case. | don’t know if there was ever a show
where Perry lost a case to Hamilton Burger. Even when you know that is what will happen,
every time, the suspense of the show holds my attention right to the end.

The past two weeks we have been introduced to the book of Job. Very likely the oldest
book in our bibles. A key character, introduced at the beginning of the book, is a man named
Job, who is described, by God, as a “blameless man.” Job seems to have the perfect life.
Everything is going right for Job.

But then we are ushered in to the heavenly courtroom, where an Accuser challenges
God about the motives for Job’s good behavior. Essentially the Accuser says, “Job only
behaves well because God rewards Job’s impeccable behavior with untold blessings
and goodness.” In the book of Job, God is on trial, not Job.

Well, God allows the Accuser to turn Job’s life completely upside down. Job loses
everything — his wealth, his family and even his health. All he has left is his miserable, painful,
life.

Still, Job does not turn his back on God. But he does get very angry with God and
demands an explanation from God, for what has happened. Job’s “friends” show up and try to
convince Job that he must have sinned horribly, to be receiving such punishment from God.
Theirs was a false assumption about suffering and punishment and who is at fault. Their false
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assumption was that the Principle of Retribution is an absolute rule that God has to follow.

The Book of Job is often treated as a divine explanation for suffering, but Old Testament
scholar John H. Walton argues that this completely misinterprets its main point. The book is
not primarily about human suffering; Walton concludes the book is about the nature of

God's wisdom and how God governs the universe.

Last week we learned that true wisdom - knowing how and when to use information
to help yourself and others, find the life God says is available to us, can only be found in

God, and God wants to freely and generously give that wisdom to us.

Today we ask another question that Job asks as he wrestles with the turmoil in his life.
Who Is This God? Who, if he is running the universe, doesn’t seem to play by the
rules? Can we trust such a God? In the book, after the short prologue, God is silent, almost
absent it seems, for 37 Chapters. Finally, chapter 38, God speaks, with a question of his own:
Job 38:1-3
The Lord answered Job from the whirlwind:
“Who is this that questions my wisdom
with such ignorant words?
3 Brace yourself like a man,
because | have some questions for you,

and you must answer them.
What we have here is a case with:

A Crisis of a Shattered Principle or the breaking of an assumed law God should keep.

If we are honest with ourselves, most of us do not want a sovereign God. We actually
want a predictable God. We prefer an Almighty who operates according to clear, manageable
laws that we can master, like mathematical principle. Then we can utilize them and exploit

them to our own benefit. And we want a God who keeps these rules as well.

We desperately want the Creator of the universe to function like a spiritual vending
machine: we drop in the heavy coins of our moral behavior, our daily prayers, our church
attendance, and our ethical integrity, and we expect a reliable payout of health, wealth,
protection, and middle-class comfort.



This deeply entrenched human impulse is what we called the Retribution Principle. It
is the ancient, cross-cultural, and enduring belief that the righteous always prosper and the
wicked always suffer. It tells us that your external circumstances are an accurate barometer

of your internal spiritual condition.

If your bank account is full, your children are healthy, and your marriage is thriving, the
Retribution Principle whispers, "God is smiling on you because you are good." Conversely, if
tragedy strikes, if your relationships crumble, if disease invades, or if financial ruin hits, the
principle cold-bloodedly concludes, "You must have stepped out of line. God is punishing you."

When life goes according to script, this formula feels remarkably comfortable. It gives us
an illusion of control. It makes us feel like the captains of our own destiny. It's like we hold a

legal contract over the head of Almighty God.

But what happens when the coin gets jammed in the machine? What happens when a
deeply devout mother of three is diagnosed with aggressive, terminal cancer? What happens
when an honest, hard-working business owner, who tithes faithfully, loses everything in an
economic collapse? What happens when a young couple, after years of prayerful anticipation,
experiences the agonizing heartbreak of a stillborn child?

When our neat little principles shatter into a thousand jagged pieces, our questions
immediately take a dark, urgent turn toward heaven. We do not merely ask why this is
happening; we find ourselves asking a far deeper, far more terrifying question: "Who is this
God?" Is He cruel? Is He indifferent? Is He an unstable tyrant who breaks His own rules? Has
He fallen asleep at the cosmic controls? Ultimately, we ask, if not out loud, “Can | trust this
God?”

When modern readers like us, open the book of Job, we almost universally treat it as a
textbook on human suffering. We flip through its pages looking for a silver lining, a theological
defense of the existence of evil, or an explanation for why bad things happen to good people.

John H. Walton argues, this misinterprets the point of the book.

The book of Job is not primarily about human suffering. The book of Job is a book about
the nature of God. It is designed to systematically dismantle our small, deal making views of
heaven and introduce us to a Creator whose wisdom transcends our human categories.

Today, we are going to look into a whirlwind to discover who this God truly is when our
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formulas completely fail us.

l. (The Heavenly Courtroom and the Policy on Trial)

To truly understand who God is in the book of Job, we cannot begin on earth in the ash
heap of Job’s misery; we must begin in the heavens, in the cosmic courtroom. Chapters 1 and
2 pull back the curtain to reveal an assembly of the heavenly host before Yahweh. Among
them steps forward a figure known in Hebrew as hasatan—not a horned creature with a
pitchfork, but the Challenger or Accuser, like a prosecuting officer whose specific job in the
ancient court is to test claims of virtue, challenge administrative policies, and ensure that

things are operating correctly.

Look closely at the challenge he hurls at the feet of AImighty God. God points to Job
with pride, calling him blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. But the
Challenger smiles cynically and asks a lethal question that cuts to the very throat of religion
based on the idea of a contract: such as: if you do this for me, | will do that for you. The
accuser says to God: "Does Job fear God for nothing?" (Job 1:9).

Think about the profound gravity of that question. The Challenger is not denying that
Job obeys God. He is denying Job's motives. He is saying, "Of course Job worships You!
Look at the security perimeter You have built around him. You’ve blessed the work of
his hands. You've made him the richest man in the East. Job doesn’t love You, Yahweh.
He loves the perks. He loves the protection plan. He's just a savvy businessman playing
the cosmic slot machine because he knows the payout is guaranteed. Your system is

rigged, God. You are bribing humans to be good.”

With that single, devastating accusation, the entire book shifts. John Walton
emphasizes that it is not Job who is ultimately on trial in this book; it is God’s governance of
the universe. The Challenger is asserting that under the Retribution Principle, true
righteousness is an impossibility.

If God always rewards the good and always punishes the bad, then no human
being can ever love God purely for who He is. We will only ever love God for what we
can get out of Him. Then our piety, those expressions of our religion, like prayer and bible
study, become a commercial investment; our worship becomes like a premium paid on an

insurance policy. We do certain things and behave a certain way so God will reward us or not
4



punish us. This is how many people really think about their faith in God. The challenger claims
this is how Job’s faith is.

Therefore, to test this claim, God allows Job’s world to be systematically dismantled. In
a single, horrific afternoon, Job loses his livestock, his servants, his vast wealth, and all ten of
his beloved children. Soon after, his own health is stripped away, leaving him covered from
head to toe in agonizing, weeping boils.

Why does God permit this? Not because He is playing a cruel game with a human
pawn, but because He is seeking to demonstrate a reality that the Challenger claims does not
exist: It's called disinterested righteousness. Disinterested righteousness is a faith that has
no vested interest in personal gain. It is a faith that worships God simply because He is
God, completely independent of whether God provides physical protection, material wealth, or

emotional comfort.

Who is this God? He is a God who refuses to buy our affection. He is a God who
desires an authentic, covenantal relationship, not a business contract. He is a God who is so
secure in His own worth that He is willing to let His earthly reputation be dragged through the
mud of human misunderstanding in order to cultivate a faith that is pure, unbribed, and real.

The court case continues.

Il. (The Failure of the Counselors — or “Friends.”)

As Job sits in the ashes, scraping his sores with a piece of broken pottery, three of his
closest friends arrive: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They sit with him in silent grief for seven
days, which is the best thing they do. But the moment they open their mouths, things go
terribly awry. For nearly thirty chapters, these men engage in a fierce, repetitive theological
debate with Job.

If you read their speeches carefully, you will notice that they sound incredibly orthodox.
They sound like many modern preachers. They say things like, "God is just. God is powerful.
He lifts up the humble and He brings down the proud. Therefore, Job, if you just confess your

hidden sins, your restoration will come swiftly."

Why are they fighting so hard to convince Job that he must have sinned? Because they
are terrified. They see Job's radical suffering, and they realize that if Job is truly innocent, then

their entire universe is unsafe. If an innocent man can lose everything in a flash, then the



Retribution Principle is broken, and they might be next.

To save their own sense of security, they have to sacrifice Job's reputation. They have
to twist his arm until he confesses to crimes he did not commit, all to keep their neat little
theological formula intact.

John Walton points out that in their desperate attempt to defend God's justice, the
friends actually end up insulting God's character. They reduce the infinite, living God to a
cosmic vending machine that can be completely managed by human behavior. They make
God look like a captive to His own rules, a puppet whose strings are pulled by human merit. If
you are good, God must bless you; if you are bad, God must curse you.

In their theology, humans hold all the real power, and God is merely the automated
enforcer of the system.

Job refuses to buy into their accusations. He maintains his integrity. He cries out, "/ am
innocent! My conscience is clear!" But because Job also believes in the Retribution Principle,
he arrives at a dark and dangerous conclusion. He looks at his innocence, he looks at his
immense suffering, and Job says, "If the formula is true, and | am innocent, then God must be

unjust. He has wrongfully denied me my rights. He has turned into my enemy."

Job begins to treat God like an opposing party in a lawsuit. He demands his day in
court. He cries out for an umpire, who can force God to sit down and answer a formal
summons. Job wants a courtroom because he wants a verdict of justice. He wants God to step
up to the witness stand and explain exactly why God has been so unfair to him. Who is this
God?

How often do we find ourselves in the exact same ash heap? When tragedy shatters
our expectations, we either become like the friends—frantically looking for someone to blame,
over-analyzing our lives for some hidden sin that caused God to drop the ball—or we become
like Job, shaking our fists at heaven, demanding a courtroom explanation, and accusing the
Almighty of breach of contract. We reduce our entire relationship with the King of Kings to a
legal dispute over human equity.

lll. (The Whirlwind and the Cosmic Tour)

Finally, in chapter 38, the heavens turn black, the wind begins to howl, and Yahweh



answers Job out of a roaring whirlwind. This is the moment everyone has been waiting for. The
reader holds their breath. Surely, now God will explain the cosmic bet with the Challenger.
Surely, now God will comfort Job, pat him on the back, and tell him why he had to suffer.

But God does not say a single word about Job’s suffering. He does not offer a drop of
pastoral empathy. He doesn't even mention Job's righteousness or his lost children. Instead,
He hurls a barrage of rhetorical questions that leave Job entirely breathless:

“Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words?
3 I have some questions for you, and you must answer them.
4 “Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth?
Tell me, if you know so much.
5 Who determined its dimensions and stretched out the surveying line? (Job
38:2-5)

For generations, well-meaning readers have misread this divine speech. They have
assumed that God is simply throwing a massive cosmic power trip—as if He is a giant bully
intimidating a tiny human into absolute silence by saying, "I'm big, you're small, | have all the
power, so shut up and stop asking questions.”

But we now know that in the ancient Near Eastern world, this speech meant something
entirely different. God is not playing a "power card"; He is playing a "trust card". He is not

bragging about His raw physical muscle; He is unveiling His infinite, unsearchable wisdom.

To understand who God is in the whirlwind, we must understand how the ancient world
viewed creation. To us modern Westerners, creation is primarily about material origins—how
God made physical matter out of nothing. But to the ancient mind, creation was fundamentally
about bringing order to functional chaos. To create meant to take something wild, formless,
and unproductive, and give it a specific function, a purpose, and a place within an ordered, life-

sustaining system.

When God takes Job on a grand tour of the cosmos in chapters 38 and 39, He is
showing Job how God meticulously manages the Universe. And as He goes through the
inventory of the universe, God reveals that the cosmos is not just divided into "good" and
"bad," or "just" and "unjust." Instead, the universe consists of three distinct layers: Order,

Disorder, and Non-Order.



Order comprises those elements that are directly aligned with human flourishing: light,
predictable seasons, agriculture, and safety.

Disorder occurs when something that was once ordered becomes fractured, broken,
and destructive. This is caused by things like sin, moral evil, and rebellion.

Non-Order, however, represents those vast realms of creation that God intentionally

made wild, untamed, and entirely indifferent to human utility.

Watch how God highlights this realm of Non-Order. He asks Job, "Who cuts a
channel for the torrents of rain... to water a land where no one lives, an uninhabited

desert, to satisfy a desolate wasteland and make it sprout with grass?” (Job 38:25-27).

Think about how absurd that would sound to an ancient farmer. Rain is meant for crops!
Rain is meant to feed human beings! Why on earth would God waste precious, life-giving

water on a barren desert where no human being will ever benefit from it?

God is intentionally blowing up Job’s “man centered universe.” He is saying, "Job, you
think the entire cosmos revolves around you. You think my primary job as God is to make sure
your life is comfortable, predictable, and economically prosperous. But | have an incredibly
vast, intricate web of purposes that extend millions of miles beyond human convenience. | care
for the wild things. | care for the remote oceans. | delight in spaces that don't serve your utility
at all.”

God goes on to describe the wild goats of the rocks who give birth without human
assistance. He describes the wild donkey that laughs at the noise of the city and roams the
untamed hills. He describes the ostrich, which is notoriously foolish, leaving her eggs on the
ground, completely lacking in human wisdom, yet celebrated by God because she can run fast
and laugh at the horse and rider.

Who is this God? He is a God who does not run the universe based on a human
blueprint. He is the Architect of a massive, dynamic ecosystem where human comfort is not
the sole axis upon which everything turns. Just because something feels chaotic, painful, or
"non-ordered" from your highly limited human perspective does not mean it is out of God's
control. It simply means that your perspective is too narrow to comprehend the dizzying depth
of God’s eternal wisdom.

IV. (Harnessing the Monsters of Chaos)



If chapters 38 and 39 leave Job humbled, chapters 40 and 41 take the message to its
ultimate, climaxing conclusion. God steps forward and presents two final, terrifying exhibits:

Behemoth and Leviathan.

For centuries, interpreters have tried to domesticate these chapters by arguing that
Behemoth is merely a hippopotamus and Leviathan is nothing more than a crocodile. But when
you look at the highly mythic, apocalyptic language used to describe them—monsters that
breathe fire, whose eyes shine like the dawn, and who make the deep ocean boil like a pot—it
becomes clear that these are ancient symbols of cosmic chaos and destructive force.
They represent the wild, terrifying, unpredictable dangers of the world that terrify human

beings.

They represent the cancers, the tsunamis, the earthquakes, the pandemics, the
economic crashes, and the sudden, unexplainable tragedies of life.

Look at what God says about Leviathan:

“Can you catch Leviathan with a hook or put a noose around its jaw? 2 Can you
tie it with a rope through the nose or pierce its jaw with a spike?" If you lay a hand on it,
you will certainly remember the battle that follows. You won’t try that again! (Job 41:1-2,
8).

God is looking at Job and saying, "Job, can you control chaos? Can you domesticate
the wild, destructive elements of this world? Can you make Leviathan your pet?" The obvious,
trembling answer is “absolutely not.” Humans are entirely powerless in the face of raw,

terrifying chaos.

But look at how God talks about this monster. He doesn't speak of Leviathan with fear.
He doesn't speak of it as an enemy He is frantically trying to defeat. In fact, God proudly
boasts about creating it! He says, "Nothing on earth is its equal no other creature so
fearless."” (Job 41:33).

This is the ultimate revelation of the character of God in the book of Job. God is
showing Job that His governance of the world is an administrative task of wisdom, not a

judicial task of courtroom justice.

If the universe were run purely on a judicial paradigm of immediate retribution, God

would have to launch a war of total elimination against anything that caused pain or non-order.
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He would have to instantly destroy Leviathan. He would have to wipe out anything that
disrupted human comfort. But in His infinite wisdom, God has chosen to allow certain levels
of non-order and chaos to exist within His creation. He does not immediately eliminate
them, but He bounds them, limits them, harnesses them, and holds them securely within

His master plan.

Leviathan may be terrifying to you, but it is on a short leash held by the hand of the
Almighty. Chaos does not run wild outside of God'’s sovereign domain; it is managed by a
wisdom so high, so expansive, and so unfathomable that it looks like foolishness to our small,

deal making minds.

(Conclusion: Relinquishing the Gavel)

When God finally falls silent, Job does not receive a neat, three-point explanation for his
suffering. His children are still dead in the ground. His body is still scarred. His wealth is still
gone. The cosmic bet with the Challenger is never revealed to him. Apparently, Job dies

without ever knowing why he had to sit in the ashes.

And yet, look at Job’s radical response to God in chapter 42:

“l know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you.
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorance?’

It is —and | was talking about things | knew nothing about,

things far too wonderful for me.
51 had only heard about you before, but now | have seen you with my own eyes.
6| take back everything | said,

and | sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.” (Job 42:2-3, 5-6)

What happened to the man who was demanding an answer? What happened to the
defendant who wanted to sue God for breach of contract? He has completely collapsed in
worship. Job realizes that he does not need a courtroom explanation; he just needs a
relational encounter with the Character of the Creator. Job realizes that he was trying to

use the tiny ruler of human justice to measure the infinite ocean of divine wisdom.

Job repents—not of hidden sins that caused his suffering, but of his arrogance in
assuming that because he couldn’t see the order, God must be operating in disorder. Job

essentially relinquishes the judge's gavel. He steps down from the bench, takes off the judicial
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robes, and returns to his proper place as a creature trusting in the absolute wisdom of his

Creator.

Job realizes that trust is only necessary when explanations are entirely absent. If
we knew exactly why every tragedy happened, we would not need faith; we would only need a
calculator. Who is this God? This God is one who continually says — “Will you trust me —

even when you don’t understand?”

You know, centuries after Job sat in the dust, another innocent Sufferer sat in a dark,
lonely garden, sweating drops of blood. His name was Jesus. If ever there was a moment
where the Retribution Principle utterly collapsed, it was at the cross of Calvary. Jesus was truly
a blameless, upright man. He was the ultimate realization of what Job pointed toward. Yet, He
was stripped of His garments, beaten within an inch of His life, abandoned by His friends, and

nailed to a pagan cross.

As Jesus hung there in the darkness, the ultimate powers of cosmic chaos, moral
disorder, and spiritual Leviathans tore into His flesh. The bystanders mocked Him, shouting the
ancient retribution formula: "If you are the Son of God, come down! If You are righteous,

let God rescue You!"

But Jesus did not demand a legal summons. He did not ask for a courtroom defense.

Instead, He perfectly embodied the disinterested righteousness that God spoke of to the

Challenger.

Jesus loved, trusted, and obeyed the Father for nothing—even when every
blessing, every drop of comfort, and the very presence of God was completely stripped
away. With His final breath, Jesus cried out, “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit.”

He trusted the ultimate wisdom of the Father right into the teeth of cosmic chaos.

And because He trusted, three days later, the ultimate power of divine order broke into
the cosmos. God did not just manage chaos; He overturned death itself. He raised Jesus from
the dead, demonstrating that while chaos and non-order may have their hour, the infinitely

wise governance of God will always have the final, resurrected word.

Friends, when you find yourself sitting in the ashes of your own shattered

understanding, when your heart is broken and your assumptions have completely failed you,
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stop demanding a court hearing with God. Stop trying to force God into your small, deal

making vending machine.

God says to you, and to me, what God said to Job. Put your name in there.
g , you think the entire cosmos revolves around you. You think my primary
job as God is to make sure your life is comfortable, predictable, and economically
secure. But | have an incredibly vast, intricate web of purposes that extend millions of
miles beyond your convenience. | care for the wild things. I care for the remote oceans. |

delight in spaces that don't serve your use at all.”

Look to the God of the whirlwind. Look to the God of the cross. Let go of your demand
for a logical explanation, and anchor your soul in the unsearchable wisdom and unchanging
character of the One who holds the monsters of this world on a leash, and who holds your

tears securely in His hands.

Who is this God? He is the God you can trust, even when life does not make

sense.

Pray
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