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SCRIPTURE:  Job 28   DATE: 2026-08-09  
           
Series: Three Lessons from Job 
 
SERMON: “Where is Wisdom?” 
 
 
Introduction  

 Back in the late 1800’s diamonds were discovered near the town of Kimberly, South 
Africa. (map) Of course when word gets out about the possibility of finding treasure in the 

ground, people rush there, to find their share of the treasure. There was a diamond rush, and 

people began digging by hand, in the hopes of finding their treasure. 

  

What developed was one of the biggest, deepest holes ever excavated by hand, - no 

machinery. The mine became known as, “The Big Hole.” It had a surface area of about 30 

football fields, - over a quarter of a mile wide. Operating from 1871 to 1914, about 50,000 

miners dug out roughly 22 million tons of dirt with picks and shovels. That is enough dirt to fill a 

million triaxle trucks. 20 truckloads of dirt per person. Not pickup trucks, triaxle trucks. 20 per 

person. They ended up digging the hole, by hand to a depth of about 800 feet.  

 

But they didn’t load it into trucks, they carried it out in buckets. All of that dirt yielded 

about 6000 lbs. of diamonds. Sounds like a lot, but it is only about 63, 5 gallon buckets of 

diamonds. This is an example of the lengths to which people will go in order to find something 

precious, in the hope that it will make their lives more comfortable. Today we are going to talk 

about something precious, that if it is found, it will make your life far more comfortable.  

 

Last week we met Job and His three “friends.” Job is an old testament character. The 

most perfect man, declared so by God. He had everything going for him. Then, as the story 

goes, an Accuser (Satan) challenges God, saying that the only reason Job lives a blameless 

life is because God has given Job everything a person could want, family, wealth, everything. 

The Accuser challenges God, saying if all that stuff was taken away from Job, Job would turn 

his back on God.  
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Strangely, God allows the Accuser to manipulate circumstances so that Job loses 

everything. Amazingly, Job does not turn his back on God, but he does get very annoyed with 

God.  

 

Job’s “friends” show up and try to explain or convince Job that he has obviously fallen 

on hard times because he has sinned greatly in some way. They invoke the Principle of 
Retribution. It is basically this: Be good, life goes well. Be bad and life will go terribly 
wrong, for anyone. The friends also believed the converse – If things are going very bad 
for you – Job – you must have been very disobedient – a really bad sinner.  We came to 

learn, this was a terribly faulty assumption on their part.  

 

And we often make terribly faulty assumptions about people, others or ourselves, based 

on this same principle. When we do that, we are assuming we know what God is thinking, and 

that we can speak on God’s behalf – as if we have God figured out.  

 

We can find forms of this principle scattered throughout the bible. Particularly in books 

like Proverbs. E.g. Proverbs 11:8 The godly are rescued from trouble, but trouble falls on 
the wicked. We often think that the principle is an absolute truth that God has to follow all the 

time.  

 

The story of what happened to Job, a blameless man according to God, begs the 

question, By what principle does God operate the world? Can we trust a God, who says he 

is good and all powerful, and yet bad things happen to apparently good, blameless people? 

These are really questions about wisdom. Today we want to talk about Wisdom, from the 

book of Job. Thankfully the creator of Job’s story, uses a whole chapter to discuss this type of 

question. In Job 28, and the chapter appears to be an interlude in the book, the author of the 

story, asks, and somewhat answers the question, “Where is Wisdom?”  

 

So, we will begin by defining wisdom. Then we will talk a bit about how people go about 

searching for wisdom. And hopefully, we can also glean something that will help us in our 

quest for wisdom.  

 
What is Wisdom? 
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We often confuse wisdom with knowledge or information. And we often confuse it with 
intelligence.  

 
Knowledge: is Having facts, information, and education stored in your mind. You 

may have a lot of information about cooking, or diseases, or motor vehicles. Which is helpful 

and necessary, to get along in this world. But it starts out as just information, or knowledge.  A 

person may know a lot about cooking, but still not be very good at making good food. 

 

We often assume that the people with the most knowledge will have the best chance at 

living a good, fulfilling, meaningful life.  

Related to knowledge is: 

 

Intelligence. A simple definition of intelligence is: how fast someone is able to 
process, or work with, a lot of information. Some people are very intelligent at math. You 

can give them a long math problem, with a lot of adding and subtracting, and you may even 

throw in a bit of multiplying and dividing, and they will quickly and easily give the correct 

answer, just using their heads – no calculator. That is math intelligence.  

 

Because some people are able to process information very quickly, we often assume 

they are wise and will make the best decisions, quicker than other people.  

 

This speed of dealing with information is what all of the AI (artificial intelligence) buzz is 

about. Computers are able to deal with a lot more information, a lot faster than people, and the 

assumption is, that those computers will be able to give us the best answers, in the shortest 

amount of time. And then it will make life much better for all of us. At least, it is assumed, life 

will be better for the people with the fastest computers. Hence the current race for AI 

dominance. 

This brings us to the topic at hand:  

 
Wisdom: A very simple definition of wisdom is: Knowing how and when to use facts 

to help yourself and others. 
 
Going back to the example of information about your motor vehicle. Someone may be 

able to tell you all about their car, how much it weighs, the size of the engine, the type of 
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brakes, the fuel efficiency, the turning radius and the braking distance, and so on. But, if they 

don’t know how to change a tire, life will not go well for them when they run over a nail in the 

road.  

 

Wisdom in this situation is knowing how to use the information you have about your car 

and using that, to get yourself back on the road. It may be as simple as knowing who to call to 

come and change your tire.  

 

Wisdom is what we really need to get along in life. Without it, we may have a bunch 

of information, but it will not be very helpful. Everyone is looking for wisdom. Job was looking 

for wisdom to make sense of the mess his life was in. His friends thought they had the wisdom 

he needed. However, they had made a very foolish assumption. And so, it was not helpful at 

all. 

 

The author of the story, noticed that Job’s friends were not wise. And they were not 

helpful to Job either. And so, the author gives us a poem about “where to find wisdom.” It is 

chapter 28. We will attempt to go through the poem and pull out three key points about 

wisdom. 1st: 

 
Human Effort Cannot Dig Up Wisdom. 

The poem begins. 

 
 Job 28:1–11 
“People know where to mine silver 
    and how to refine gold. 
2 They know where to dig iron from the earth 
    and how to smelt copper from rock. 
3 They know how to shine light in the darkness 
    and explore the farthest regions of the earth 
    as they search in the dark for ore. 
4 They sink a mine shaft into the earth 
    far from where anyone lives. 
    They descend on ropes, swinging back and forth. 
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  People know how to tear apart flinty rocks 
    and overturn the roots of mountains. 
10 They cut tunnels in the rocks 
    and uncover precious stones. 
11 They dam up the trickling streams 
    and bring to light the hidden treasures. 
 

I.E. People will go to great lengths to find treasure. – to make their lives better. 

 

The author of the poem was obviously quite familiar with early mining practices. In the 

ancient world, mining was the pinnacle of human engineering, bravery, and technology. 

Humans could overturn mountains by the roots (v. 9) and dam up streams so they don’t even 

trickle. This description reminds me of the amazing feat accomplished by the diamond miners 

in Kimberly South Africa back in the 1800’s. But then the poem suddenly changes focus. 

 
 12“But do people know where to find wisdom? 
    Where can they find understanding? 
13 No one knows where to find it, 

 

The point is clear: Humans can navigate the pitch-black interior of the earth, but we 

cannot find our way out of our own spiritual darkness – our internal turmoil. 

How does this relate to wisdom? 
  

People try all kinds of things to find ways to make their lives better. Education is one 

thing many of us believe is the answer. For others, they think it will be career success, and 

they will stop at nothing to move up the corporate ladder.  

 

Some believe the answer is found in accumulating wealth, or power or prestige. Some 

people shun traditional education, and try the route of self-help books. Some think it is finding 

the right relationship, or joining the right community. All of these are attempts to make our lives 

better. 

 

Because we are good at making things, we assume we are good at living. We mistake 
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information for insight, and data for discernment.  

 

You can Google "how to fix my life" and get 4 billion results in 3/10ths of a second. But 

Google can only give you information; it cannot give you wisdom. We exhaust ourselves 

digging into the "mountains" of corporate advancement, physical fitness, and financial 

portfolios. We look at our bank accounts and say, "Look what my hands have dug out!" but our 

souls remain bankrupt.  

 

People want to find that one thing that will make their lives better. And many of the 

things I just mentioned are helpful. 

 

A college degree can teach you how the world works, but it can never teach you why 

you are here or how to love your neighbor. 

 

Career success is an excellent tool for making a living, but it is a terrible tool for making 

a life. You cannot build enough status to buy God’s perspective on the best life. 

 

Self-help books assume the answer is inside you. Job 28 explicitly says the answer is 

not in the earth or in human capability. The problem with self-help is that the helper is just as 

lost as the person needing help. 

  

But the author of the poem wants to make a very clear point. What we are really 

searching for in life is wisdom – knowing how and when to use facts or information to help 

yourself and others. The first part of the poem makes it clear that human effort cannot dig up or 

find wisdom. 

The poem continues: 
 

Earthly Wealth Cannot Buy Wisdom (Job 28:15–22) 
 
15 [Wisdom] cannot be bought with gold. 
    It cannot be purchased with silver. 
16 It’s worth more than all the gold of Ophir, 
    greater than precious onyx or saphire. 
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17 Wisdom is more valuable than gold and crystal. 
    It cannot be purchased with jewels mounted in fine gold. 
18 Coral and jasper are worthless in trying to get it. 
    The price of wisdom is far above rubies. 
19 Precious topaz from Ethiopia cannot be exchanged for it. 
    It’s worth more than the purest gold. 
 

The poem names the ultimate status symbols of the ancient Near East: pure gold, 
silver, onyx, sapphire, crystal, coral, and topaz. In the ancient world, these items could buy 

anything—armies, land, security, and influence. 

But the truth in the poem is, wisdom is not a commodity 
 
 

Wisdom cannot be mined from the earth like gold or silver or diamonds. It does not have 

a price tag because it belongs to a completely different category of reality. The natural world 

cannot produce it, and human wealth cannot purchase it. 

   

When you place the highest-valued worldly commodities on one side of a scale and 

wisdom on the other. The scale slams down on the side of wisdom; wealth has zero 

purchasing power in the economy of God. 

 

Money is excellent for buying things but it is useless for gaining character and building 

meaningful relationships. 

One author says it this way: 

Wealth buys status, but wisdom fosters relationships. 
Wealth buys insurance, but wisdom brings assurance. 
Wealth buys entertainment, but wisdom brings joy. 
Wealth buys a bed, but wisdom brings sleep. 
 

The best things in life are not things. Ask yourself, what am I investing in.  

I just had the privilege of spending several weeks with our family. As Darlyss and I 

talked about what we loved the most about our trip to Zambia, and our camping vacation, it 

was the time spent with people we loved. That is what makes life better and I wouldn’t trade a 

moment of it for all the diamonds dug up in Kimberly.  
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Thankfully the poem points us in the direction of wisdom. 

 
God Alone Owns Wisdom and Reveals It (Job 28:20–28) 
 
“But do people know where to find wisdom? 
    Where can they find understanding? 
21 It is hidden from the eyes of all humanity. 
 
23 “God alone understands the way to wisdom; 
    he knows where it can be found, 
24 for he looks throughout the whole earth 
    and sees everything under the heavens. 
 
  God saw wisdom and evaluated it. 
    He set it in place and examined it thoroughly. 
28 And this is what he says to all humanity: 

‘The fear of the Lord is true wisdom; 
      to forsake evil is real understanding.’” 

 
"Imagine a group of deep-sea divers spending millions of dollars, risking their lives to 

descend into the darkest, most crushing depths of the Ocean to find a legendary sunken ship 

filled with gold. They search for months. They map the ocean floor. They risk decompression 

sickness. They find nothing. Defeated, they finally come back to the surface, step onto the 

dock, and a man walks up to them, taps them on the shoulder, and says, 'The gold isn't down 

there. It never was. In fact, I own it, and it's sitting safely in my vault at my house. Here is the 

key. You can go get it.' 

 

This is exactly what the poem does to us in chapter 28. For 22 verses, the author has 

described humanity’s breathtaking, exhausting search for wisdom. We dig into the earth, we 

cut channels through rock, we search the deep. But in verse 23, the author completely flips the 

script. He stops us in our tracks and says: “Stop looking down. Stop looking around. You are 

searching the wrong realm. God alone owns wisdom, and God is the only One who can hand 

you the key. And God wants to give you that key." 
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23 “God alone understands the way to wisdom; 
    he knows where it can be found, 
 
 Most of us church people, know this in our heads, because we know these verses. We 

have the information. But we seem to have a difficult time remembering it, or at least we are 

too easily sidetracked. And we fall back into the habit of exhausting all other avenues to 

wisdom, before we settle on the correct answer. 

  

Humanity looks at the world and sees mysteries and insurmountable problems. God 

looks at the world and sees what he has designed and set in motion. God alone holds the title 

deed to wisdom, because wisdom belongs to His very nature. 

 

Throughout Chapter 28, humans are seen looking horizontally—searching deep mines, 

scouring the seas, and traversing the earth. Looking for that one thing that will make their lives 

better, more fulfilling, more secure, and for many, more pleasurable.  

 

The poem’s conclusion is radical: Wisdom is found by looking up to the Creator, not 

by looking around at creation. 

 

Remember Job’s story is about a man whose seemingly perfect life falls apart 

completely. Where should Job turn to make sense of it and get through it? 

 

Perhaps you have been, or are in a stage of life, where it feels like that. Where do you 

seek guidance when life falls apart? Do you look horizontally—that is, to our culture, to self-

help books, podcasts, and human experts? Or do you look to the Sovereign God who 

regulates the rain and commands the thunder? 

 

The advice of the poem in Job 28 is: Do the latter. “Look to God.”  

But what does that mean for us, practically? Vs 28 is the climax of the poem. 

 
This is what God says to all humanity: 

‘The fear of the Lord is true wisdom; 
    to forsake evil is real understanding.’” 
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The Fear of the Lord 
 

This is not a paralyzing terror, but rather a holy awe. It is having a profound humble 

reverence, and total submission to God’s authority. It is recognizing that God is God and we 

are not. True wisdom begins when we stop trying to be the ultimate judges of our own lives 

and other peoples’ lives. 

Then the poem links real fear of God with how we live. 

 
‘The fear of the Lord is true wisdom; 
“to forsake evil is real understanding.’ 
 

Understanding, or wisdom, is paired with action: "forsake evil." Wisdom is never purely 

intellectual; it is deeply moral. If our knowledge does not result in turning away from sin, it is 

not God's wisdom. 

 

We said at the beginning, what we are all really searching for is the key to having a 

good life. Knowledge is important but not the most important. Intelligence is helpful but not the 

goal. Wisdom is knowing how and when to use knowledge to help yourself and others.  
 

The poem concludes that the wisdom we are all looking for is found in God and we have 

only really found it when it makes a difference in how we live our lives – turning away from evil.  

 

Interestingly, the Apostle Paul writes, Christ – [Jesus] is "the wisdom of God" (1 
Corinthians 1:24) and has become "for us wisdom from God" (1 Corinthians 1:30). To fear 

the Lord and find wisdom is ultimately to bow before Jesus Christ, the Creator and Sustainer of 

all things. 

 

On a very practical level, finding wisdom and using it in your life means to 
prioritize your life around getting to know Jesus, falling in love with Jesus, to the extent 
that every single aspect of your life will be patterned after Jesus. That means: living like 
Jesus did as revealed in the Gospels.  

 
PRAY 


