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Introduction

About 20 miles outside the town of Choma, Zambia, where | grew up, there was a river
that flooded in the rainy season but practically dried up in the dry season. It made it difficult for
the villagers living along the banks of the river. Some well-meaning people decided it would be
advantageous to build a dam on that river so the water flow could be regulated. The best site
for the dam was selected and construction began.

The design of the dam was such that the spillway for excess water was formed over the top of
the wall. (similar to this dam
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) When the dam would eventually get full, water would flow over the
top, down the sloping wall, hit a concrete culvert at the bottom and spread out into the stream
below. Looks like a good plan so far.

The engineers calculated that with the normal flow of the river, and the height of the new dam,
some 40 feet high, they calculated it would take two years, that is, two rainy seasons, for the
dam to fill before eventually flowing over the top and down into the stream below.
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Construction proceeded well during the first dry season. In fact, they practically
completed the dam. The only thing they did not get done was that culvert at the bottom of the
wall to disperse the water that would eventually flow over the top of the wall. No big deal. They
assumed, because it was going to take two years to fill the dam to the point of overflowing.

However, they made one faulty and fatal assumption. They assumed the maximum
amount of rain to fall in a year, and based their timing on that assumption. They did not know

Zambian thunderstorms well.

Long story short, in nine hours, one storm, the dam filled up. The water went over the
top of the wall just as it was supposed to. But remember they had not yet completed the culvert
to disperse the water at the bottom. The cascading water completely washed out the bottom
foundation supporting the wall, and the wall opened up. Two huge chunks of concrete each the
size of the Pennsylvania farmhouse, just moved aside like they were on hinges. The dam
burst. It flooded a number of villages downstream destroying houses, gardens, livestock. What
a disaster — all because someone made a faulty assumption about how much rain could fall in

Zambia in a short amount of time.

Today we want to talk just briefly about the “Folly of Faulty Assumptions.” We will
spend the next three weeks learning just “Three Lessons from the book of Job.”

Job is a book in your Old Testament. It is found among the “wisdom literature.” These
include books like Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. So, it is not meant to be read as an historical
account like some of the other books in the Old Testament. Many consider the book of Job to
be one of the oldest books in the Bible. It has many difficult words to translate. It has many
different theological ideas that are difficult to square with some of the other ideas of theology.
So, it is often misunderstood and misused. Volumes of commentaries have been written about
it.

Our aim over the next three weeks is not to “crack the code” of Job, and explain
everything. Our aim is just to glean three simple lessons from the book that will help us live our

lives as Jesus followers in the 215t century.

| do however want to give a quick overview of the book so that when you choose to



delve into the book on your own, or with a small group, you will be able to make some sense of
what you are reading. For more detail of the overview | strongly recommend you watch the
Bible Project video on the book of Job.

The book of Job is it's own stand-alone story. It's 42 chapters long.
At the very beginning of the story, we meet a key character.

Job (Chapters 1-2)

And here’s what you need to know about Job. Job is the “picture-perfect man.” He's
got it all.

Job 1 - There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was
blameless—a man of complete integrity. He feared God and stayed away from evil. 2 He
had seven sons and three daughters. 3 He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 teams
of oxen, and 500 female donkeys. He also had many servants. He was, in fact, the

richest person in that entire area.

In ancient Hebrew talk we might paraphrase this as... “There once lived the perfect
man. He had the perfect number of sons and the perfect number of daughters. He had the
perfect number of sheep, the perfect number of camels, the perfect number of oxen and the
perfect number of donkeys. He is blameless & upright before God.”

In fact, he was so upright before God, we are told in the story that when his children
would throw a party. Job would offer sacrifices on their behalf, just in case they got a little
rowdy at the party and, you know sinned a little bit. Just in case...Job went ahead offered
sacrifices on their behalf!

And in case you missed such a striking description, the author goes ahead and sums
Job up by saying... He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. In the

story, God even declares Job to be a blameless man. (1:8)

Any questions?



But, this is all about to change. Unbeknownst to Job, in the heavenly realms, an
Accuser (Satan), approaches God. And says, “The only reason, Job is such a good guy
(blameless and upright) is because, you’ve given him the perfect life (wealth and family and
servants). Take all that away and | bet you, Job will turn his back on you.”

God says, “Ok...lets see.”

Job 1:12 - “All right, you may test him,” the Lord said to Satan. “Do whatever you

want with everything he possesses, but don’t harm him physically.”

“You may take everything, just not his life.”
And very quickly...“Job’s life is flipped, turned-upside.” He literally loses everything.
And Job responds with a line that you have heard perhaps many, many times before...

“The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.”

Deep within the human soul we all have this notion of justice. Be good and things will
go well for you. Be bad, and things will go bad for you. It is sometimes called the Principle
of Retribution. Most of us think this is an absolute — it is always true in every situation, and we
can point to bible verses to support it.

However, sometimes it doesn’t seem to hold up. And we all know when that notion has
been violated. The story of Job, is intended to violate our notion of justice. It is the Bible,
crying out about real life and saying “Life’s not fair.” “Why is this happening? To someone like
Job?”

We often try to answer that question, for ourselves of worse yet for others. And we
become just like Job's friends.

Il. Job’s Friends (Chapters 3-37)

In the midst of Job’s great loss, confusion, suffering...4 of Job’s friends arrive to bring
consolation and explanation and reason. (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu).

When the friends first arrive, Job is so broken they hardly recognize him. These



tragedies have nearly destroyed him. But as the friends sit with Job and listen as he begins
crying out to God for answers...it's almost like they can’t help themselves. They feel the need
to explain Job’s suffering.

Do you know people like this? Always trying to fix it or explain it? Listen to a few
snippets from Job’s friends...
Job 4:7 - ““Stop and think! Do the innocent die?
When have the upright been destroyed?

Job 11:14-15 - Get rid of your sins, and leave all iniquity behind you.
Then your face will brighten with innocence. You will be strong and free of fear.

Job 22:5 - Is it because you’re so pious that [God] accuses you
and brings judgment against you?

5 No, it’s because of your wickedness! There’s no limit to your sins.

Job 20:6-7 - Though the pride of the godless reaches to the heavens
and their heads touch the clouds, yet they will vanish forever,

thrown away like their own dung.

For nearly 34 chapters (the vast majority of the book), Job’s friends, try to explain to Job
why God is treating him this way.

They list every possible theological and cliché religious answer they can come up with.
In general, the gist of their answers is...

“You must have sinned, so God is punishing you. If you just ask for His

forgiveness, this will all be resolved.”
Of course, Job and the friends are completely unaware that the Accuser is actually the
one causing the havoc and it has nothing to do with Job’s sin. The beginning of the story

makes clear, Job does not deserve this. The catastrophes are not the result of his sin.

Job’s friends offer an example of the Folly of False Assumptions.



Job’s friends assumed they had God figured out. And they set out, to set Job straight.
This is such a common thing in religious, even Christian circles. We see things happening in
peoples lives and we assume we have the answers that will satisfy or justify our thinking, and
maybe, hopefully turn them in the right direction.

But you see what the friends got wrong, what we church people so often get wrong, and
the Book of Job is emphasizing, is that God is not small enough for us to have figured God out.
God is not controlled by the principle of retribution. And does not always follow it. Much to our
chagrin.

In an attempt to explain God, and how he works, people often use Cliché christianese,
that usually doesn’t help at all. People say things like:

I've got the perfect verse for you.

It’s part of God’s good plan for your life.

God never gives us more than we can bear.

God is teaching you an important lesson.

If you think you have it bad, you should think about so-and-so

| can totally relate to what you’re going through and I’ve come out better for it.

We like to try and fix it, explain it, answer it, don’t we? We are fond of being the ones
who can answer the questions on God’s behalf. And this is the folly of our false assumptions.

We find many false assumptions in the New Testament as well.

As | read the gospels, | am reminded that:

Jesus spent much of his life and ministry exposing false assumptions about his
kingdom.

For example.

Matthew 2:1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King
Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking,
2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have

come to worship him.”

What is the assumption of the ‘wise men’ from the East? It is that a king would surely be
6



found in the arena of the seat of power and prestige. But where was Jesus, yes, the king of the
Jews, to be found? In a humble stable. About as far away from the seat of power and privilege
as he could get.

How about this story?

John 1:44 Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come,
follow me.” 44 Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown.

45 Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very
person Moses and the prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from
Nazareth.”

46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

What is Nathanael's assumption and why does he hold that assumption?

What do we know about Nazareth? (pic or map)

Nazareth was a tiny, obscure village in the region of Galilee not even mentioned in the
Old Testament.

It had a Low Social Status: People in Judea and major cities looked down on Galileans,
viewing them as uneducated or insignificant.

There was No Expected Messiah from Nazareth: Prophecies pointed to Bethlehem or
Jerusalem as the birthplace of great leaders, not an isolated, poor farming town.

Philip will not be daunted: He says to Nathaniel:

“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied.

47 As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man
of complete integrity.”

48 “How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked.

Jesus replied, “l could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.”

49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of
Israel!”

50 Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because | told you | had seen you
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.”



| must admit that when | read about Nathaniel and his first response to Phillip — | make
assumptions about him. He doesn’t quite measure up to Philip in my mind. Maybe he has a
weaker faith or he is arrogant or something. Not a very good guy. But Jesus sees him and
blows that assumption out of the water.

Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete integrity.”

That is high praise from Jesus. See how easy it is for us to make faulty assumptions
about people and Jesus kingdom?

| love this story also.

Luke 7: 37ff One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus
went to his home and sat down to eat. 37 When a certain immoral woman from that city
heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive
perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet,
and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting

perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this
man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a

sinner!”

40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “l have

something to say to you.”

When | think about this story, | am challenged in so many ways by the assumptions that
pop into my head.

Jesus agreeing to eat with a Pharisee? | wouldn’t expect him to do that, because of
what | typically assume about Pharisees.

An immoral woman is introduced to the scene — she ought to know better — and surely
Jesus ought to know better. At least Simon the Pharisee assumed that much.

Jesus treatment of the woman exposed Simon’s assumption about Jesus’ and the
kingdom of God as Simon believed it to be — who was welcome in and who was going to be
excluded.



Then | am also challenged by the grace with which Jesus exposed and confronted

Simon’s false assumption about Jesus.

One last familiar story.

John 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything
and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table,
took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin.
Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around
him.

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what | am doing, but someday you
will.”

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”

Jesus replied, “Unless | wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

12 After washing their feet, [Jesus] put on his robe again and sat down and
asked, “Do you understand what | was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and
you are right, because that’s what | am. 14 And since |, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 | have given you an example
to follow. Do as | have done to you. 16 | tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than
their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the
message. 17 Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.

What was Peter’s primary false assumption? That the master should never wash the
servant’s feet. He made an assumption about hierarchy and roles in Jesus’ kingdom, It almost
cost him a place in the kingdom.

But the kingdom of Jesus is so radically different from typical kingdoms in this world. We
claim to be part of the kingdom of Jesus and yet we hang on to so many false assumptions
about what we should look like as members of Jesus kingdom. Are we in danger like Peter, of

actually having no part of Jesus?



We began briefly learning about Job and how his friends had a false assumption about
his plight. Our view of life and how God works in this world is alarming similar to that of Job’s
friends. We would do well take a warning from the story of Job. The friends eventually had to

ask Job to pray for them, and he did.

We then looked at several stories about Jesus and how everywhere he went, every
story he told, he exposed and challenged the assumptions of the established religious
community of the time. They thought they were on the right track to the kingdom of God, but
they were so faulty in their thinking so many times. We would do well to consider the possibility

of our false assumptions.

In closing let me suggest a few assumptions we can consider as we think about what it
means to know and love and follow Jesus.

Recognizing Our False Assumptions

Reread the gospels, the stories of Jesus, the teachings of Jesus and think about some

of the following:

Thinking about the birth stories of Jesus:
How closely should the people of the kingdom of Jesus associate themselves
with the seats of power and privilege in our culture and our world today? What

assumptions are we making about those situations?

Thinking about the immoral woman who washed Jesus’ feet:
Who is welcomed into the kingdom of Jesus and on what terms? What
assumptions are you making about who is included and who is left out of Jesus’

kingdom?

Thinking about Job and his story in chapters 1 and 2
How much do you make assumptions about someone’s standing before God —
your own or that of another person? What do you base your assumptions on? Either

good or bad going on in their life?

Who seems to have a better grasp on how God works in this world — the person,
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like Job’s “friends”, with all of the theological answers and explanations, or the person
who humbly loves others the way God has loved them? What are your assumptions
about why God loves you?

PRAY
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