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Lesson 7 – Faith is the Victory
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Review of Lesson 6
 Testing the spirits

 Abiding in God

 God abiding in us

 Living and loving through His Son, Jesus

 Perfecting of God’s love in us
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1 John 5:1-12
 1 John 5:1-5 – The victory of faith

 1 John 5:6-12 – He who has the Son has the 
life
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1 John 5:1-5
5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born 
of Him.  2 By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and observe His 
commandments.  3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments; and His commandments are 
not burdensome.  4 For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has 
overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is the one who 
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God?

5

1 John 5:1-5 – John Tells Us:
 Believing in Jesus Christ makes us God’s children (notice 

the present tense – similar to John 3:16)

 As God’s child we will love His children

 Love is demonstrated by obedience to His commands

 Whatever is born of God overcomes the world

 This “overcoming the world” is by faith

 Let’s take a deeper look at this concept . . .
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1 John 5:4 – “overcome”
“Overcome” is a word found throughout John’s writings:
 Gospel According to John

 “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I 
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

 1 John 4 and 5

 Revelation 2 and 3
 “To him who overcomes” / “He who overcomes” (to each

of the seven churches)

 nikao (g3528) – to conquer, be victorious, overcome
7

1 John 5:4 – “the world”
“The world” is also used throughout John:
 Gospel According to John

 “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I 
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

 1 John 4 and 5

 kosmos (g2889) – the world, universe; worldly affairs; 
inhabitants of the world
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1 John 5:4 – To “overcome the world” is to:
 Walk in the light, even when surrounded by darkness

 “And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not mastered it.” (John 1:5 NET)

 Walk in the truth
 “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children 

walking in the truth.” (3 John 4)
 “Lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so 

easily entangles us, and let us run the race set before us 
with endurance” (Hebrews 12:1)

 Stand firm against the schemes of the devil
 Ephesians 6:10-17 (The armor of God)
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Overcoming in Romans 8
 The apostle Paul witnesses to the same truth in Romans 8

 “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?” (Romans 8:35)

 “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37)

 hupernikao (g5245) – to be more than conqueror, 
prevail mightily
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1 John 5:4-5 – “Faith” and “Believes”
“. . . this is the victory that has overcome the world--our 
faith.  Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

 Our overcoming the world is through “faith”

 Faith is an act of the will which :
 Turns away from sin and then . . .

 Turns to God and receives His grace

 When we do this, God sends us His “grace to help in time of 
need” (Hebrews 4:16)
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1 John 5:6-12
6 This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not 
with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. It is 
the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there 
are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; 
and the three are in agreement. 9 If we receive the testimony of 
men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is 
this, that He has testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who 
believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one 
who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has 
not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His 
Son. 11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
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1 John 5:6-12 – “The Testimony of God”
 Much is conjectured about “water” and “blood”

 “Water” – The baptism of Christ marked the start of His 
teaching ministry

 “Blood” – The crucifixion of Christ accomplished His 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world

 “Spirit” – The Holy Spirit now bears witness of Christ: “He 
will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it 
to you.” (John 16:14)
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1 John 5:12 – The Source of our Life
 Our:

 Deliverance from the “love [of] the world” (1 John 
2:15) . . .

 Strength to “overcome the world” (1 John 5) . . .

. . . come from the Lord Jesus Christ

“He who has the Son has the life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have the life.”        
(1 John 5:12)
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Summary and Application
 God’s “so great a salvation” (Hebrews 2:3) provides His 

power to “overcome the world” – here and now!

 We access His power through faith.

 When, by His grace, we “overcome” we glorify God!

 There is no effective power apart from the power of 
God in His Son, Jesus Christ

 Are we willing to accept God’s call to “overcome” and 
by faith to walk in victory over all the world has to send 
upon us? 15

Assignment
 Consider how God invites and calls you to 

exercise your faith in Him to receive His grace and 
by it to “overcome the world”.

 Read 1 John 5:13-21
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Questions and Comments?

Send e-mail to: rcrFFBIC@outlook.com
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