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1 John
Lesson 4 – Children of God

Review of Lesson 3
 Obedience and Love

 Two motivations for following after God

 “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.”
 The world and its desires are passing away

 “The one who does the will of God lives forever.”
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1 John 3:1-3
“3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed 
on us, that we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. For this reason the world does 
not know us, because it did not know Him.               
2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has 
not appeared as yet what we will be. We know 
that when He appears, we will be like Him, 
because we will see Him just as He is.                         
3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
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1 John 3:1-3
 Verse 1: Children of God

 Verse 2: We will be like Him

 Verse 3: Purifies himself just as He is pure
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“Children of God”
 The term “children of God” appears 11 times in the 

Bible – all in the New Testament by three authors:
 John: Gospel (2), 1 John (4)

 Paul: Romans (3), Philippians (1)

 Luke: Acts (1) – quoting Paul

 The term “sons of God” appears 10 times in the Bible –
five times in the O.T. and five times in the N.T.:
 Matthew (1) – quoting Jesus

 Luke (1) – quoting Jesus

 Paul (3) – Romans (2), Galatians (1)
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“Children of God”
 Summary: “children/sons of God” in the New Testament

 Jesus: 2 times

 Paul: 8 times

 John: 6 times

 While in some sense God is the “father” (creator) of all 
mankind, how do these three use these terms?
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“Children of God”
 The terms “child of God” and “sons of God” appear to 

be reserved by the New Testament writers for those 
who have been restored to fellowship with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” (John 1:12-13)
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“Children of God” – Position of Privilege
 Adopted by God

 “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” 
(Romans 8:15)

 Loved by God (1 John 3:1)
 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us”  (1 John 3:1)

 Freed from bondage
 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 

and of death.” (Romans 8:2)

 Under His care
 “casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7)

 Heirs
 “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17)
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“Children of God” – Position of Purpose
 Receive His love

 “hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:5)

 Shine His light (also, Matthew 5:16)
 “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be 

blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the 
world” (Philippians 2:14-15)

 Give Thanks
 “in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:18)
 Rejoice

 “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing”          
(1 Peter 4:13)

 Suffer
 “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also 

to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29)
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“Children of God” – Position of Responsibility
 Make disciples

 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20)

 Use your spiritual gift
 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of 

us is to exercise them accordingly” (Romans 12:6)
 Walk to His glory

 “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have been called” (Ephesians 4:1)

 Bear fruit
 “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be 

My disciples.” (John 15:8)
 Love

 “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8) 10
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“We will be like Him”
“2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when 
He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him 
just as He is.”

 Being “children of God” is pretty special!

 But something different awaits us. . .

 God’s plan is to make us (even more) like His Son.

 There will be something about “see[ing] Him just as He is” that 
will apparently change us significantly!

11

“. . . purifies himself just as He is pure”
“3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure.”

 We have a role in our own purification – here and now

 But “we are His workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10); He began and 
will finish His work in us (Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 12:2)

 How do followers of Jesus purify themselves?

 Our role is one of response, of following the leading of the Spirit

 How does the Spirit “get your attention”?  What is your 
response to Him? 12
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Summary
 Through repentance and faith (our parts) and 

forgiveness and transformation (God’s parts), He has 
adopted us as His children

 He is making us, and will continue to make us, like His 
Son

 If God has done and is continuing to do these 
marvelous works in our lives, our loving, thankful, 
obedient, God-honoring response is to cooperate with 
Him in His work of purifying us to His glory!
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Assignment
 Think on the words and truths of 1 John 1:1-3

 Allow the Holy Spirit to direct your response to these 
truths

 Read 1 John 3:4-24

 What is a sign that we have “passed out of death into 
life”?

 What does it mean to “believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ”?

 How do we know that He abides in us?
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Questions and Comments?

Send e-mail to: rcrFFBIC@outlook.com
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