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FIVE FORKS BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH 
9244 Five Forks Road 
Waynesboro, PA  17268-9612                 Tel: (717) 762-2991 
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 56, I Cor. 7     DATE:   2016-02-28   
          Place: Auditorium 
SUBJECT:  Singleness 

THEME:  Raising the Status of Singleness  

SERMON: “Singleness: A Real Importance” 

 
 

Where does a happily married man begin a sermon on singleness? I have chosen to share a 

few quotes by singles. These are not Bible verses so do not accept them as gospel. They are simply 

the thoughts of some singles. Some are humorous, some sad, some are profound. 

“Marriage is a great institution, but I am not ready for an institution.” 

“Rich bachelors should be heavily taxed. It is not fair that some men should be happier 
than others.” 

“I’m dating a woman now who, evidently, is unaware of it.” 

“I like being single, I’m always there when I need me.” 

“Ever since college, I make friends. They get married. I lose friends.” 

“Being single is getting over the illusion that there is somebody out there to 
complete you, and then taking charge of your own life.” 

And finally from the great philosopher Dr. Seuss: 

“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself, in 
any direction you choose. You’re on your own. And you know what you know. You’re the guy 
who will decide where to go.” 

My Goal for today is: To raise the status of “singleness” in the mind of our church and to teach 
the whole church to honor singles with the same honor we give married people. 

Hence the title: “Singleness: A Real Importance”. 

A few statements I want us to keep in mind throughout the lesson.  
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1st I am: “Not putting down marriage” by any means. Marriage is a great and wonderful gift that 

God has given the human race – right from the very beginning. God intends for most people to get 

married, I believe. He wants our marriages to be a living illustration of Jesus’ relationship with his 

church. This is a very important illustration he wants demonstrated in societies – hence the 

significance of His instructions on marriage.  

 Sometimes when we promote one thing, over against something else, it feels like we are 

degrading the other option. For example, those of you who are into Nutritional drinks.  If I promote the 

advantages of a Ninja blender, over against a Kitchen Aid blender, it may sound like I don’t like the 

Kitchen aid model. That may not be the case at all if I am just describing some advantages.  

 So as I promote singleness today, please do not think that I am against marriage. 

The second reminder, just because God saw Adam alone when he first created humans, and 

said, “It is not good for the man to be alone,” and then created Eve, a woman, and brought her to the 

man as his wife, it does not mean that the only remedy for loneliness is getting married. 

Although we sometimes talk like it is. I believe the issue here was that God created people to be in 

meaningful relationships with other people. Many married people feel very lonely, while many singles 

do not. The point is: 

“Singleness is not Loneliness.” But in the same way that marriage done poorly can lead to 

loneliness, singleness done poorly can also lead to loneliness. 

 And finally I want to give credit where credit is due. Much of the theological insight for this 

sermon comes from a sermon preached by John Piper, that I read and found very helpful. 

 So let’s begin by looking at: 

I. Singleness and the Importance of God’s Spiritual Family 

 The bible has some surprising things to say that we may gloss right over when we read words 

from a culture several thousand years old. The first point we need to make is: 

A. God Blesses Single People With Spiritual Offspring. 

This portion of Isaiah’s preaching would have been met with, “Are you crazy? That can’t be from 
God, In fact it even contradicts His own laws.” Here is what Isaiah said that day. 

Isaiah 56:3b-5  

Don’t let the eunuchs say, 
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    ‘I’m a dried-up tree with no children and no future.’ 
4 For this is what the Lord says: 
I will bless those eunuchs 
    who keep my Sabbath days holy 
and who choose to do what pleases me 
    and commit their lives to me. 
5 I will give them—within the walls of my house— 
    a memorial and a name 
    far greater than sons and daughters could give. 
For the name I give them is an everlasting one. 
    It will never disappear! 

You know what a eunuch is right? It is a man who has been castrated – accidentally or on purpose. 

Hence he cannot produce children. What does God say about them in verse 5? 

 I will give them, “Within the walls of my house”. Why was this a mind blower for Isaiah’s 

listeners? Because they all knew the Law very well.  

Deuteronomy 23:1 No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the 
assembly of the Lord. 

Eunuchs were not even allowed to enter the church building or wherever the people gathered for 

worship. Now God says, “I will give them something special in my house!!” 

 What is that something special? – A memorial and a name that is greater than sons and 

daughters could give, because “The name I will give them will last forever.” I live in a house that is 

almost 180 years old. That is pretty old. It used to have the name – Homan Homestead. Then it was 

changed to the Hollinger Homestead. Now through biological descendants, it is called the Kipe 

Homestead. But I am sure that name will get lost sometime as well. Biological family names can 
get lost in time.  

In Isaiah 56 God promises, to obedient eunuchs, that is, single men faithful to God, men who 

cannot have children biologically, men who were not able to enter the temple, men who had no way 

of passing on their family name – which was a terrible shame in that time and culture, God is 

promising to such men, blessings that are better than that of sons and daughters.  

This is mind boggling, unbelievable. It is hard for me to accept, because of how much I love 

and adore my children and grandchildren. You mean there is something out there – from God himself, 



4 
 

which is better than that? That is what Isaiah is preaching. It is a new understanding from God.   

You see, throughout the Bibl, God is primarily building his covenant people through the 

mechanism of procreation. 

So to be married and to have children was the preservation of a name, an inheritance, and a 
covenant. A special agreement between God and the people he chose. 

So God chose Abraham as the beginning of that covenant people of Israel, physical offspring 

really mattered, and it would come God’s way in God’s time. 

God reaffirmed that covenant to Isaac in Genesis 26:3. 

The covenant, that agreement between God and his people is, for now, preserved and 

extended into the future through biological offspring. 

Remember how Saul pled with David not to wipe out his offspring, why? So that his name 

would not be erased? 

And some of you remember the very complex institution of Levirate marriage. Where if a man 

died with no children, his brother had to marry his widow, and father children, the first of whom would 

be given the name of the deceased brother. This was God’s law for his people in that time and place. 

So you can see how crucial marriage and offspring were to the preservation of name and 
inheritance and covenant. 

That’s the background for Isaiah 56:5—this is why, if you were listening to Isaiah that day, your 

jaw would drop, and you would be amazed and maybe stand there in disbelief and say – “This is too 
hard to accept. I won’t accept it.”  

It is important that we ask, where in the world did this come from? 

It came from Isaiah 53:10 a passage that very clearly refers to Jesus.  

When His life is made an offering for sin, (when Jesus dies on the cross) 
    he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, 

Jesus was never married, he never had biological children, but he will have offspring—all those who 

trust in him.  

When Christ died for sinners like you and me, who by grace put our faith in him and are united 
to him, we become his children and the children of God, and a whole new way of bringing 
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offspring into being takes precedence over the old way. It is better than the biological way. 

Paul reiterates this in his letter to the: 

Galatians 3:7-8 The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. All 
who put their faith in Christ share the same blessing Abraham received because of his faith. 

So, this is ushering in: 

A whole new way of thinking. A whole new way of growing a family is prophetically coming 
into being at this point, and will literally come into being at the coming of Jesus. 

 God blesses single people with spiritual offspring, and according to Him, it is better than 

biological children. That leads us to our second point.  

B. God’s Family Is Better than an Earthly Family. 

 I am one of those fortunate ones whom God graciously brought into a fabulous family. And 

then I married into another fabulous family. I love my biological family. And I feel very loved by 

them. What a privilege. There might be a financial inheritance when I die – I am really not concerned 

with that. My parents don’t owe me anything. But there is already a great legacy and inheritance in 

wisdom, habits, ethics, stories, examples, and most importantly, faith that has been passed on 

to me. My mother helped me pray and ask Jesus to be my Savior. My father showed me how to love 

Jesus and love his Church. This is what he wrote with his finger in the dust on the toilet tank in his 

shop.  “I love Jesus. He-Me-Too” I don’t know a man or woman I admire more. But I know both of 

my parents would say, my relationship with my heavenly Father is more important than my 

relationship with them. They would agree that God’s family, the Church, is better even than our 

earthly family.  

I did not choose my earthly parents. But I can choose my spiritual Father. And so can you. So 

do you want an inheritance – the best inheritance possible? You’ve got to have the right Father: God. 

How do you get God as your Father? You have to be born again. Peter says this: 

I Peter 1:3-4 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that 
we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with 
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great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven 
for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 

Jesus, Paul, and Peter are all saying that children are born into God’s family and receive the 
inheritance not by marriage, not by procreation, but by faith and regeneration. So: 

It’s not physical descent that makes God’s family. The covenant people are the people who 
are born of God and who have faith in Jesus. 

What may seem ironic to us is: 

"The heart of the story is a Groom dying on a cross to rescue and secure His Bride for the 
Grand Marriage that we are each invited into and can be a part of, whether we are married or 
single, and this Grand marriage is secured by a man who went through his whole life single!!" 

Paul was single but he’s a spiritual father if there ever was one. And so many single women in 

Christ down through the ages have become great mothers in the church by leading others to faith in 

Jesus Christ. I cannot help but think of Miss Dottie and Miss Lois from CEF.  

The witness of scripture is that this spiritual family of God is superior, that is, better than, 

our earthly families. 

We would agree with Piper when he says: 

“I fear that we have settled into our land and our culture, and idolized the family and 
marriage. We are here for a vapor’s breath, and then we are gone. What happens here is 
relatively minor compared to what will happen after the resurrection.” 

Exploring further why Piper says:  

C. God’s Family Is Permanent; Marriage Is Temporary. 

Jesus said, when asked about marriage and the resurrection of the dead: 

Matthew 22:30 For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this 
respect they will be like the angels in heaven.  

Marriage on earth is great. I would recommend it, but being married and in a human family is no 

sign of eternal blessing. Relationships based on family are temporary. We have witnessed that time 

and again. Marriages and families are broken up by divorce and death. Relationships based on 

our union with Christ are eternal. 
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Marriage is a temporary institution and stands for something that lasts forever, namely, our 

relationship to Jesus Christ. Jesus acted and said things that are very hard for us to swallow:  

Mark 3:31–34 Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. They stood outside and sent word 
for him to come out and talk with them. 32 There was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and 
someone said, “Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you.” 

33 Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” 34 Then he looked at those 
around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers.  

 Jesus was not being unkind, irresponsible, or cold. He was expressing truth about the 

nature of what it means to live on this earth, and prepare for eternity at the same time. Piper 

advises us this way:   

Do not elevate natural processes like procreation and childbearing and marriage to 
anything bigger than what they are: temporal, a physical means of keeping the world going 
and illustrations of Christ and the church. When Christ comes, these things will fade away. 

Single person, married person, do you want many children, brothers, sisters, lands, and a 

place to stay at night? Be a part of the Church. Join the family of God. And let your: 

D. Faithfulness to Christ Define Your Life. 

Let the fact that you are a follower of Jesus, and part of the family of God, be the most identifying 

feature of who you are. This is a difficult word to preach, and for you to hear perhaps. Jesus said: 

Some are born as eunuchs, some have been made eunuchs by others, and some choose not 
to marry for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.” (Matthew 
19:12). 

Some people choose by God’s calling, a life of devoted singleness in Christ, and to them God 
promises a name and a memorial better than the name of marriage and children. 

Paul says it most plainly in: 1 Corinthians 7:8, 32–33, 35 So I say to those who aren’t married and 
to widows—it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am.....  I want you to be free from the 
concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord’s work and 
thinking how to please him. 33 But a married man has to think about his earthly responsibilities 
and how to please his wife. 34 I am saying this for your benefit, not to place restrictions on you. 
I want you to do whatever will help you serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as 
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possible. 

The main point of this part of the message is that God promises those who remain single in 
Christ blessings that are better than the blessings of marriage and children. 

And that brings some responsibility and calling with it. 

Just a few words to the singles among us: 

II. Do Singleness Well – what do I mean by that? If God has called you to singleness: 

Develop Your Identity in Christ 

 Become a person of whom it is easily and often said, He or she is totally committed to 
Jesus. You can do that by: 

1. Cultivating a heart of Gratitude 

 Focus on what you have, more than on what you may feel you lack. May your words and 

thoughts readily be about God’s grace and goodness in your life. Remember, singleness is not God’s 

way of depriving you or punishing you. The call to singleness is a high calling indeed.  

2. Pursue your God given dreams 

Within each heart, God places dreams, ambitions and goals that will grow his kingdom and 

increase His glory. One mistake many singles make is to wait until they have a spouse before they 

begin to pursue these. Don’t make that mistake. Don’t put your godly ambitions and passions on hold 

until you find someone. Instead trust God to lead you. Solicit the advice of godly people. He will give 

you the appropriate support and encouragement along the way.  

Develop and keep up spiritual practices – prayer, bible study, journaling, fasting. These 

practices deepen our relationship with God. 

3. Invest in your Family/Friend Relationships  

Darlyss, my wife, had an Aunt Edna Rice. She was single all her life. She told me, “A few men had 

asked for her hand in marriage, but she declined.” She invested herself, her resources, her time, her 

enthusiasm, her encouragement in others. She was like a second grandma to most of her nieces’ and 

nephews’ children. She would come to birthday parties – and even all the way to Africa to visit us. 

Just because she could and she cared. Everyone one of us thought we were her favorite. But we 

were all her favorites – and it is a big clan. She had friends all over the Waynesboro community, and 
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even much further away, that she took time to be with.  She also readily let her faith and commitment 

to Christ show to others. Aunt Edna did singleness well. 

Now a word to us who are not single. As I prepared this sermon, I asked this question: 

III. How Can a Nuclear Family Focused Church like Five Forks – Exult Singles? 

Let me first ask for forgiveness from our singles for perhaps treating you as if you were second 

class, had not quite arrived, or as if you were not quite complete. I pray we will improve and do better 

by you in the future. 

Three words for us to remember. 

Conversations 

 Have you ever been in a conversation with two other people, when you suddenly noticed that 

they were talking about stuff that you had no idea about? Maybe they were teachers in the same 

building, and they began to discuss how they were going to handle the new directive that was sent 

out. They may even stop looking at you as they speak because they know you have nothing to add to 

the conversation – but they keep talking. Don’t you just feel like crawling into a hole and 

disappearing? Yea, you know what I mean. You just kind of slink away. Do you know how often we 

married and family people get caught up in conversations that singles feel like they have no interest 

or input to offer. It happens more than we know. Singles have told me. 

 So watch your conversations. 2nd word:  

Expectations 

 What expectations do we place on singles – communicated through the questions and 

attitudes we ask and display? Some are very unkind, as one person shared with me. “What’s wrong 

that nobody wants you?” “I found you a date. Why did you blow it?” “Have you asked anyone out 

lately?” “I know someone who will be just right for you.” “You must be lonely a lot.” The expectation is 

that everyone should want to get married. Or, “Haven’t you found your own place yet?” “Ask her, or 

ask him to do it. They don’t have any family responsibilities.”   

 Let us be careful about the expectations we place on single people that communicate a lack on 

their part for being single. Last word: 

Invitations 

 It is very easy for married and family people to overlook singles, when we’re thinking of who to 
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invite to an activity, meal or event. We can change that if we think about it. 


