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FIVE FORKS BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH 
9244 Five Forks Road 
Waynesboro, PA  17268-9612                 Tel: (717) 762-2991 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Deuteronomy 6:6-9   DATE: 2016-03-06   
        Place: Auditorium 
SUBJECT:  Parenting 
 
THEME:  Striving to be a godly parent 
 
SERMON: “Raising Children to Love God” 
 
 

Introduction – 3 situations 

“If the principal calls me one more time, I think I’ll scream. Why can’t that boy just 

listen?” Martha yells with exasperation. 

 

Randy and Casey, just one year apart, are constantly fighting with each other. Randy 

just hit Casey in the face with a soccer ball, which sent Casey running to his mother in tears. 

 

Little Ruthie was an answer to her parents prayers for a child. She is so precious but 

she just won’t behave. She just turned three and seems to test her parents at every turn. 

 Parenting can be so frustrating. 

Erma Bombeck said in one of her books that she was frustrated by her children from the 

moment they were born. She remembered how she got three kids, but she couldn’t recall why. 

She decided maybe they were a 4-H project that got out of hand. 

 

I don’t know anyone who doesn’t want to be a successful parent. (parenting graphic) 

What makes a person a successful parent? This may be a good starting point. I would 

consider a successful parent one who has been able to raise their child to: 

  

“Love the Lord their God with all their heart, all their soul, all their mind, and all their 
strength.’  ‘Love their neighbor as themselves.’ No other commandment is greater than 
these.” (Mark 12:30-31) The words of Jesus when asked about the most important 

commandment/teaching.  
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There are so many other things we might think about. They are well behaved in public. 

They get along well with all other children. They keep their room clean. They always do their 

chores without ever complaining. They never ask for any extras when you’re in this toy store or 

the grocery store. They have a good work ethic. They offer to help pay for the utilities and rent 

before they even leave home when they start a job. They are one of the best in whatever they 

try – at sports, in the band, grades in school, leadership positions. They have a reputation of 

being the greatest kid around. They take care of me when I’m old. 

These are some of the character traits we may want our children to have, not just 

when they are little, but even as they grow into adulthood. The wisdom of Proverbs reminds us 

of how this is most likely to happen.  

Proverbs 22:6 
Start children off on the way they should go, 
    and even when they are old they will not turn from it. 

A key ingredient to having our children grow up to be adults who love God and their 
neighbors, is the way we parent them. 

This is more influential than their church relationship, their school relationships, their 

sports relationships – even than the influence of their peers, although each of these can have 

significant influence.  

This is why the call to parenting, in God’s kingdom, is such a high calling.  

I remember coming home from the hospital with our first child, Hylton, and carrying 

him in the door and suddenly being overwhelmed with sense of responsibility. This is a person, 

a most precious gift from God, and we have to raise him and protect him. We have to keep 

him. He was not like some of the groceries that we could put back on the shelf, or a pet that 

we could put outside. He was a person – our little person and we were responsible for him – 

And I don’t know where to begin. (Darlyss – you can start by changing his diaper.☺) I wanted 

to be the ideal parent – so my children would be the ideal children.  

Has there ever been an ideal parent and an ideal child we can learn from? Yes, actually.  

 
The Father said, (Mark 1:11) “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” 
Or, “I’m very pleased with you.” 

God said this about Jesus and to Jesus before Jesus had done any ministry. A parent’s 

love for their child does not depend on their accomplishments. A parent loves their child, 

simply because she or he is their child. A parent must communicate and tell their child that 
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they love them – (more on this later.) How does the ideal child respond? 

 
The Son said: John 8:29 “The one who sent me is with me--he has not deserted me. For 
I always do what pleases him." 
Wouldn’t you love to have a child like that? Who always does what pleases you? 

 God and Jesus are the pattern for what the parent/child relationship is meant to 
be like. They do it perfectly. On another level, the response of the Son, Jesus, to his heavenly 

Father, God, is the same response that is that is required of the people of God if they want 

to be considered children of God. 

 “Always doing what pleases God.” This is at the heart of the covenant agreement 

God made with Abraham and continues to make with us – everyone who is a son of Abraham. 

If you remember from last week – who are the real children of Abraham? Paul said it in 

Galatians 3:7 The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. 
 

And Jesus said, Mark 4:35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.  
 

Jesus and God, the pattern for this whole parent/child relationship we are exploring. 

But alas, none of us is the ideal parent or ideal child. We mess up. We get it wrong. We fail. 

We sin at parenting, and our children do not always heed our best training. We deserve to be 

punished – as all naughty children.   

 

The Good News of the gospel is that, from the beginning, God and Jesus set it up in 

such a way that they will not only teach us by example, but knowing that we will fail, they put a 

plan in place to take care of that too. Jesus the perfect, sinless child, who grew in wisdom, 
and stature, and in favor with God and all the people, (Luke 2:52) eventually took our 

punishment when he died on a cross, so we can have a new life, a fresh start, an intimate 

relationship with God, the Father, and so we can learn to love our neighbors as ourselves – 

this is the goal and the fruit of successful parenting.  
 

In other words, if at this point in your life, you feel like you have failed as a parent, or as 

a child, or you did not have good training from your parents, there is still great hope for the 

future – now and for all eternity.  

I hope today, we can all learn some parenting and relationship instructions that will help 
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us at Five Forks, be a good representation of the Family of God, for the world to watch. 

 

Today as a way of doing this, I will focus on The Responsibility of Parents. If you are 

someone’s child, and of course we all are, and if you are part of the Family of God at Five 

Forks, there is a responsibility for you as well. We remind each other of that every time we do 

a baby dedication and agree to help the biological parents to nurture and train their child. In 

other words, the church has a mandate to behave both as a godly parent, with its 

responsibilities, and as an obedient child, who always does the will of the Father. 

 Successful parenting is best done by modeling, for our children, the 
characteristics we want them to acquire. So this method is implied throughout our lesson 

this morning. Model what you want in your children, so they have a pattern to follow. 

 

While I hope the goal of every parent and guardian in here is to teach your children to 

love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength and to love their neighbor as themselves, 

we still must ask, “How can we do that?” 

 

Here are three areas to work on: Love, Discipline, Guidance 

 Remember, these apply to all of us as part of the community of Faith. The last two, 

discipline and guidance are really part of the first one. You cannot love your child well, if you 

do not include discipline and guidance. But I offer them separately to help us grasp each of 

them as an aspect of successful, godly parenting. Let’s start with love. 

 
I. Love 

God said, “This is my Son, whom I love.” Our parenting responsibility begins with 
loving our children – or our neighbor, if we don’t have biological children.  

Let me start with: 

A. A Definition of Love – taken directly from the Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. Paul says: 

I Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is  

Patient – the long time of waiting without getting angry. How often do we fail to be patient 

with our children and then get upset with them when they are not patient with us or their 

siblings? Learn to wait patiently by waiting patiently, and you will teach your children to do 

be patient.  
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Kind – always placing yourself in a position to help your child. There has been nothing 

quite as satisfying in my life as helping my children. I get pleasure doing it. I believe God gets 

real pleasure in being kind to us.  

Not Rude – does not interrupt when they speak, and listens attentively 

Does not demand its own way – instead it looks for ways to do what the child wants 

Not irritable or irritating – teasing taken too far, or being grumpy because you had a hard day 

Keeps no record of being wronged – learning to forgive your child as God, the Father 

forgives you. Some in here are struggling with forgiving your parents for the way you were 

parented, and it is keeping you in chains. You can be released from those chains.  

Never gives up – it will take years for your children to learn, just as you have been learning for 

years. 

Hopeful – give them hope – let them dream and dream with them, don’t squelch their dreams 

Endures through every circumstance – when they mess up big time, are you still there? 

 Obviously we could preach a sermon on each of these. I hope you will discuss, in your 

life groups, how each of these was demonstrated or not demonstrated, in your relationships 

with your parents or children or others. 

 But I would like to get even more practical for a few moments and discuss: 

 

B. Three Ways to Love Your Child  
 These headings are from a book written by Ross Campbell: 

“How to Really Love Your Child?” Ross Campbell 
 He mentions three important aspects.  

 Eye Contact, Physical Contact, Focused Attention 
 What should come as no surprise to us, is that Jesus modeled each of these as he 

loved people when he was on earth. So these are not just good practices that Jesus used, 

rather they are good practices, which are part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  

 
1. Eye Contact 
Luke 19:5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 
 
Mark 10:21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
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come, follow me.” This man did not even accept Jesus’ loving eye contact – but he had to 

notice. 

 

Making regular, loving eye contact with your child is a good way to show them you love 
them, and it will teach them to show love to others. 
 People and children, who do not feel loved and who struggle to love themselves, 

have trouble maintaining eye contact with another person. Unfortunately, perhaps 

unknowingly, we may be teaching a whole generation to forget this important ingredient of 

loving. 

 One person shared how, when he took his daughter to swim lessons, the parents sit 

on the side of the pool while the children are swimming. In the course of the lesson, the 

children, paddle for a while and frequently look up to mommy or daddy, to see if they are 

watching – looking for their interest, their approval. “Did you see what I just did?”  

 Sadly, my friend shared, he looked down the line of parents, and you know what most of 

them were doing? Watching their cell phones.  Some didn’t even look up when their kids 

hollered excitedly to get their parents’ gaze. Studies shows that this lack of simple eye 
contact contributes to our children feeling rejected. How sad. 

 Eye contact is crucial to a sense of loving and being loved. This is why God is 

frequently described as one who is watching his children.  Watching - An expression of love. 

 Giving your children regular, loving eye contact is so important. So is:  

 
Physical Contact 
 There is a beautiful story in Mathew 8, where we see this pattern in Jesus’ life. 

 

Matthew 8:1-3 
8 Large crowds followed Jesus as he came down the mountainside.2 Suddenly, a man 
with leprosy approached him and knelt before him. “Lord,” the man said, “if you are 
willing, you can heal me and make me clean.” 
3 Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And instantly 
the leprosy disappeared. 
 

This was unheard of for a rabbi. To touch an unclean leper. Jesus communicated – “I 
love you, no matter what” – by making physical contact with the man. Also in the words he 

used. The phrase “I am willing” is too weak for the meaning here. It could have been better 
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translated, “I wish to.” Or “I desire to.” Or “I enjoy doing this.” “I want to!!”  

 If you are married, or dating, perhaps you remember the first time you dared to hold 

hands with the person you loved. The touch is special, electric. Jesus touches. God touches.  

Mom, when your little boy or girl comes running in from outside, all covered in mud or 

dog hair, and they want to hug you, the best thing you can do is move towards them and give 

them a big hug. It communicates – “I love you no matter what!!” 
 
Children (young or old) need hugs. (Physical contact) Not all the same amount. Not all the 

same way. But physical contact is so crucial to communicating love. How do we really love our 

children? Eye contact, physical contact, and: 

 

Focused Attention – again, getting our pattern from Jesus. 

 

Mark 10:13-16 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch 
and bless them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 

14 When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry with his disciples. He said to 
them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs 
to those who are like these children. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive 
the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.” 16 Then he took the children in his 
arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed them. 

How well I remember my own father, when he would meet a group of people, or a family 

for the first time, almost before he would greet the adults, he would get down on his knees 
and talk to the children. What a loving gesture.  

There is a time in the course of every day, if possible, that you as a parent, need to 

focus your attention on your child. Do whatever it takes to shut out distractions or competing 

interactions.  

Jesus would regularly leave the crowds behind, and go away to spend focused 

attention with his Father. We encourage each other to spend time with God each day – to build 

that intimacy with him that we crave and need. Let us get in the habit of doing it with our 

children to communicate love and to teach them how to love God and others. 

It is interesting that not everyone feels loved in the same way. Gary Chapman and Ross 
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Campbell have written a book together called: 

“The Five Love Languages of Children” Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell 
 They identify five different ways that children feel loved.  

Physical Touch 
Words of Affirmation 
Quality Time 
Acts of Service 
Gifts 
 If you google: “Five Love Languages of Children.” You will find a link to a summary of 

this book. I put the link in my sermon notes that will be on line if you want to see it. 

http://www.timeforkids.net/documents/The%20Five%20Love%20Languages%20of%20C
hildren.pdf  
 

It is a very helpful resource with ideas of how to learn how your child feels loved and how you 

can communicate love to your child. 

 As we were raising our children, we noticed that one of them always wanted to 

snuggle right up close to us and have us rub his hair or back. It wasn’t for long, and he would 

be off to play again. But when we did that, he felt loved. Another one of our children liked to sit 

with us, but not too close. He would sit there for hours if we would. He wanted to spend time 

with us – but not touching so much. It’s how he felt loved. God knows how each of us feel 

loved, and he does that. Do you know how your children or grandchildren feel loved – 

and are you willing to do that?  
 Good parenting begins with communicating to our children that we love them. 

This is God’s pattern with Jesus. 

 There is another very important and necessary aspect of successful parenting: 

 
II. Discipline 
A. A Few Nuggets (of wisdom) to Start 
 
Deuteronomy 8:5 Think about it: Just as a parent disciplines a child, the LORD your God 
disciplines you for your own good. 
Proverbs 13:24 
Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. 
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    Those who love their children care enough to discipline them. 
And then God’s words to David through his prophet: 

2 Samuel 7:14 
14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and discipline him 
with the rod, like any father would do. 
 God is describing parenting in a spiritual sense but with a very practical application for 

our earthly task of parenting. Discipline is a vital, necessary and loving part of godly 

parenting. The nature of discipline as God does it, and intends earthly parents to do it, is not 
to humiliate and shame a child into submission and obedience. Rather, godly: 

Discipline always envisions a better future for the child. 
This is where we as parents often get it wrong. Our children, misbehave, or make a mistake, 

inconvenience us, embarrass us or annoy us. We often respond in that emotionally charged 

condition with retaliation against our child – rather than with discipline that envisions a better 

future. 

 Several times I wanted my boys to come and help me empty the hay wagons – a hard 

labor chore. I would go up to the barn and start and they would dilly dally long enough for me 

to get the wagon unloaded. Oh that would make me so angry. I remember coming down from 

the barn one time and marching the house and announcing – “Alright, you can just buy your 

own soccer shoes from now on. I am not buying you another pair.” I was retaliating not 

disciplining. There is a time for punishment – but that is slightly different from discipline.  

 

One person has suggested the acronym: 

KFC – Kind, Firm, Consistent – as a way to help us discipline our children. 

 Kind as opposed to harsh 
 Firm as opposed to too strict or too lenient. 
 Consistent as opposed to unpredictable or changeable.  
 
Consistency is crucial.  In fact, the actual consequence is less important than the 
consistency of having predictable consequences when your child misbehaves. 
 If we really love our children we will learn to discipline them in a godly way. Our final 

loving ingredient of godly parenting is, we must give: 

 
III. Guidance – God gives his people these instructions: 
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 Deuteronomy 6:6-9 You must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands 
that I am giving you today. 7 Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about 
them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed 
and when you are getting up.8 Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead 
as reminders.9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
Our job description as parents is to teach our children about life, in all areas and 
especially in God’s Word – so that they will love God and their neighbors. Just two thoughts 

here. In your teaching and training,  

 
A. Allow your children to make mistakes – after all, you and I still do after all this time. 

In Matthew 14 and then 15, we have two stories of Jesus miraculously feeding, first 

5000 and then 4000 people on one boy’s lunch each time. Just a little later, the disciples forgot 

to bring food for their journey, and Jesus made a comment about the “yeast of the Pharisees.” 

That went right over their heads and they got into an argument about who’s fault it was that 

they didn’t bring food. Jesus said, “Don’t you understand yet? How can you not get this?” 

And so he explained it to them again. Jesus allowed his disciples to get it wrong.    
 

One time I asked my father if I could borrow his motorcycle to go visit a friend. He said, 

“Yes, but be careful.” Long story short, I had not gone far when I wrecked the motorcycle. It 

was still driveable but the one handlebar was down here while the other one was up here and 

the brake lever was dangling at the side. I limped back to the house and walked into the office 

where my mother and father were working. They looked up, surprised to see me. I said, “I 

wrecked the motorcycle.” My mother said, “Are you alright?’ My father said, “How is the 

motorcycle?” My father came out and spent about three hours with me, straightening the 

handle bars, duck taping the break lever and some other repairs. Then he looked at me and 

said. “Now, get back on the bike and go visit your friend.” This is how we let our children mess 

up but still love them and teach them. 

 Finally, if you want to guide your children to godliness: 

 
B. Live What You Want Your Children to Learn 
There are so many examples of Jesus and God doing this throughout scripture, but I have 

chosen a story of one man who did not get it right and is scolded by Jesus. Jesus had healed a 

woman. We pick the story up in:  
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Luke 13:14-16 The leader in charge of the synagogue (a father figure for the community) 
was indignant that Jesus had healed her on the Sabbath day. “There are six days of the 
week for working,” he said to the crowd. “Come on those days to be healed, not on the 
Sabbath.” 
15 But the Lord replied, “You hypocrites! Each of you works on the Sabbath day! Don’t 
you untie your ox or your donkey from its stall on the Sabbath and lead it out for 
water? 16 This dear woman, a daughter of Abraham, has been held in bondage by Satan 
for eighteen years. Isn’t it right that she be released, even on the Sabbath?” 
 This leader, wanted to teach one thing with his words, but his life taught 
something different. We use a phrase: 

More is caught than taught 
 In other words, we give more guidance to our children by the way we live, by the pattern 

we display, than by the words we speak.  

 My parents wanted to teach us children to give generously to the church and others. 

But I don’t ever remember them telling me that. You know how they taught us? When we 

would go into town and there was an opportunity to buy candy or snacks, they would hand us a 

coin or two, just enough for one piece of hard candy. That is really all they could afford on 

missionary salary back in the day. But every Sunday when we went to church and Sunday 

School, my parents would say, “Here is your money to put in the offering tray.” It was always 

paper money, and I knew that paper money was big money. You use little money for yourself, 

but you give away big money.   

 Every time someone visited our house, my father sent them on their way with some 

produce and fruit from the garden. He was teaching, “Be generous with what God has given 

you,” by modeling more than telling.   

 

You will guide your children by the pattern you set with your behavior, speech 
and priorities. Don’t leave it up to your child’s teachers, coaches, or the church. They can 

help, but parenting is a high calling God has called us to. Let God and Jesus be our pattern. 

 

PRAY 
 

 


