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INTRODUCTION 

This week and next week, I’ll be with you folks in the chapel.  I’m doing two messages taken from the 

book of 1 Thessalonians.  When I say “from the book”, I mean that we won’t be doing an exhaustive 

study of the book, which we don’t have time to do in any case.  So, instead of a “three-hour-tour” 

which may get us into an overwhelming storm and leave us as stranded castaways on a deserted 

island, this will be more like a cruise where we stop at two separate ports and spend some time 

seeing the sights in those two locations. 

 

Here’s our first stop today…. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of 

God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

When I read that verse, I think of “Authority”.  Authority and power.  The other day, I was driving north 

on Route 316.  Two southbound vehicles were heading toward me.  Suddenly, the second vehicle lit 

up like a red-and-blue Christmas ornament, and I knew it was a cop.  Either he was intending to stop 

the vehicle in front of him or to pass that vehicle to get to where he needed to be in a hurry.  My 

reaction was one you likely would have had as well; I looked at my speedometer to see how I was 

faring!  Not too well as I was 5 mph over the limit!   

 

Even though there was next to no chance he would focus on me, I almost instinctively recognized his 

authority and power.  I even slowed down as though he and the policing network he represented were 

somehow omniscient, all-knowing and all-seeing, in spite of how unreasonable that idea is!  

Accepting the fact of the authority of law enforcement is a reality with which we must reckon.   
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We are talking about recognizing authority and power.  As we look at 1 Thessalonians 2:13, we see 

three ways in which we are to be interacting with the authority and the power of the Word of God: 

• Receiving the Message of the Word of God 

• Accepting the Authority of the Word of God 

• Understanding the Work of the Word of God 

 

I. RECEIVING THE MESSAGE OF THE WORD OF GOD 

While I said we wouldn’t be doing an exhaustive study of the book, it is still good to have some 

background information on the verse we’re considering.  The three most important qualities of real 

estate are – what? – “Location, Location, Location”!  In a similar vein, the three most important rules 

when studying the Bible are Context, Context, and Context!  Never isolate a verse of Scripture from 

its historical, grammatical, or literary context. 

 

For convenience, we call 1 Thessalonians a book.  In reality, it’s a letter.  The Apostle Paul is the 

human writer and his recipients are the believers who make up the church Paul himself started in the 

Macedonian city of Thessalonica.  The word “Apostle” itself is an important word for us this morning, 

because it is a word which denotes authority.   

 

Because this is an issue of authority and what we see as being authoritative in the church, I firmly 

believe there have been only twelve apostles in all of church history.  Acts 1 would be my primary 

source for that conviction.  Judas was dead by his own hand.  He was one of the original twelve.  

Now there were eleven, and the eleven remaining felt strongly that a replacement was needed…. 

 

Acts 1:21-26 – “Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole 

time the Lord Jesus was living among us,22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus 

was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you 

have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then 

they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

Without spending much time here, please note that they believed that the apostolic ministry was a 

defined office of ministry in the church.  They must replace Judas, for the number had to be twelve.   
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And they have some qualifications here.  The replacement must be one who was with them 

throughout the earthly ministry of Christ.  The replacement must have been a witness to Christ’s 

resurrection.  This was the definition of what an apostle was to be.  Matthias apparently held that 

position until Paul was called to it later by the Holy Spirit. 

 

While Paul was not with the other apostles during Christ’s earthly ministry, we do know Paul was later 

taught by the Lord Himself directly and had seen the resurrected Christ (Gal. 1:11-12; Acts 9:1-9).  

The other apostles in Jerusalem also then acknowledged his apostolic authority (Gal. 2:9).  In 

essence, Jesus personally chose Paul as an apostle just as He had chosen the other eleven. 

 

The real key to understanding this apostolic authority is to see how that authority was rounded out 

and expressed in the writing of the books of the New Testament.  The New Testament makes it clear 

that the apostles are on authoritative par with the prophets God used to write the Old Testament 

books…. 

 

Ephesians 2:19, 20 – Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  

 

The apostles who wrote the New Testament and the prophets who wrote the Old Testament form the 

foundation for the Church, with Christ as the main stone that holds all that foundation together.  Once 

the New Testament was done, the revelation of God’s authoritative Word was completed, and the 

church’s need for the ministry of apostles was also over.  Following the death of the Apostle John, no 

one else in the early centuries of the church was ever referred to as an apostle.  Despite what many 

claim, there are no apostles today.  With the completion of the Bible, the need for apostles was over.  

We as the Church of Christ still have the foundation of the apostles and prophets today because we 

still have the Bible as our authority.  

 

It is with this level of apostolic authority then that Paul established the church in Thessalonica.  And 

he used the Scriptures as his authority for his message which he initially preached to them…. 
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Acts 17:1-4 – When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 

came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into the 

synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,3 explaining 

and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to 

you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a 

large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 

 

“He reasoned with them from the Scriptures!”  He didn’t use the latest best-seller in the Christian 

bookstore.  He didn’t use the DVD seminar.  He didn’t “google” it!  He didn’t even use PowerPoint!  

I’m not saying these, or similar, things are wrong.  But if you begin to rely heavily on other source 

materials for your instruction about God, rather than using His own revelation about Himself to us – 

namely, the Bible – then, to borrow from an earlier metaphor, you have begun to shift your rudder to 

aim the boat farther from shore, drifting toward rougher seas – and maybe leaving your anchor! 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word 
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the 

word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 says that, when the folks in Thessalonica heard the Word of God from the 

apostolic authority Paul, they received it.  They didn’t just attend a lecture and go home.  They took 

the Word into their hearts and minds.  They pondered it and considered what it was saying.  They 

wondered how its message was meant for them! 

 

We need to receive the Word.  Not just attend a sermon and go home.  Not just sit through a class or 

discussion group and go home.  We need to interact with the Bible wherever and whenever we 

encounter it.  In fact, we need to arrange the encounters!   

 

As an example, I don’t know how tech savvy you might be, but let me tell you 

what I’ve been doing.  I’ve been working to memorize Bible verses.  So far, I’ve 

memorized about a hundred or so verses.  Verses that mean something to me, 

teach me something, or speak to me.  And I’m using an app for my phone to do 

it.  The app is called “Remember Me”.  It’s a challenge to memorize, but I figure it’s probably better for 

me to use my phone in that way rather than for crushing candy or angering birds or something.  There 
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are little games you can play within the “Remember Me” app to help you memorize; if you’re 

interested, I’d be glad to show you later.   

 

But it is another way for me to interact with, to receive the Word of God.  You can attend sermons and 

Bible classes and discussions – just take notes – and review them later!  You can even be better than 

the Thessalonians…. 

 

Acts 17:11 – Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 

Paul said was true. 

 

II. ACCEPTING THE AUTHORITY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Of course, Paul said that the Thessalonians believers were doing well with the Bible, too!  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the 
word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

They may not have been as noble as the Bereans, but they accepted the divine authority of the Word.  

It was not the words of Paul or any other human being.  It was the Word of God!   

 

Suppose I had a loudspeaker mounted on my car and a microphone, and I pull up behind you at an 

intersection, and say, “Please slow down, citizen!” 

 

You look in the mirror and you see it’s just that crazy Brian again, having fun like the goofy guy he is.  

Why doesn’t he just go count dead skunks on the highway to see how close we are to spring?  And 

you drive on, and you come to another intersection, and you hear, “Please slow down, citizen!” again.  

Now you might be a little annoyed.  But then you look and see that it’s the cop I talked about at the 

beginning of the sermon!  You might wave nervously and even say out loud, though he can’t hear 

you, “Yessir!!” 

 

You are accepting the authority now, aren’t you!  It’s not the words of somebody who’s a regular “Joe” 

like you.  It is the word of authority! 
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Do we see the Bible as it really is – the Word of God?  Do we think of the Bible as just being man’s 

words about God?  Or do we think it really is the Word of God?  Here’s one thing the Bible says about 

itself…. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness… 

 

“God-breathed”.  This is what we mean when we say the Bible is inspired.  It’s not inspired in the way 

that poetry is inspired.  The Bible is God-inspired.  God breathed His Word into existence as a 

revelation of Himself to us. 

 

The 1978 Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy says in Article VII…. 

 

We affirm that inspiration was the work in which God by His Spirit, through human writers, gave us 

His Word. The origin of Scripture is divine. The mode of divine inspiration remains largely a mystery 

to us. 

 

God the Holy Spirit superintended the work of the prophets and apostles, human agents, so that what 

they wrote was exactly what He wanted to have expressed, using their vocabularies and their writing 

styles in the production of the original documents that they wrote.  The Word is indeed God’s Word; 

the humans were mere agents in the process.   

 

And let me ask you a related and simple question:  If God produces something, does it have any 

mistakes or errors?  No.  This is why I believe that the Bible, in the original documents written by the 

hands of the original writers as they were superintended and guided by the Holy Spirit, was inerrant – 

was free of errors in fact or in truth.  In the Bible, we have God’s Word as God intended us to have it. 

 

The Thessalonians “accepted [the Word of God] not as a human word, but as it actually is, the Word 

of God.”  For you believers in Christ today, you need to do more than receive the Word, more than 

simply interact with it as you memorize it or study it or discuss it together.  You need to go beyond 

that and acknowledge its authority upon your life.  You need to prayerfully decide how you’re going to 

respond to what you read or hear.  Think through what it is saying and ask yourself what it is calling to 
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you to do, what it is demanding of you.  Write down questions you may have.  Pray for answers.  This 

is the very real and honest spiritual discipline of you having a conversation with God.  What does He 

want?  What should I do in response? 

 

Receive the message of God’s Word, and also accept the authority of God’s Word in your life.  Lastly, 

like the Thessalonians, understand the work of the Word of God…. 

 

III. UNDERSTANDING THE WORK OF THE WORD OF GOD 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of 
God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

How does the Bible work in us who believe?  Hebrews 4:12 is a good starting point to prompt our 

thinking about how the Bible does what it does in us…. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 – For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 

the heart. 

 

I’m not sure what the dividing of soul and spirit even looks like.  But it sounds like a radical and 

powerfully effective spiritual surgery.  The Word of God can penetrate deep into your heart and lay 

bare for your contemplation the real motives and intentions of your heart.  You can see what’s wrong 

inside and find out what the Holy Spirit wants to change in you.  Because that is what He wants to do. 

The Holy Spirit wants to transform you…. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

If God’s Word reveals Him to us, then when we look into the Word, we are able to “contemplate the 

Lord’s glory.”  We see who He is, realize who we really are, and, through the Spirit’s ministry and 

work in us, He begins to transform us into His likeness.  Jesus prayed for us…. 

 

John 17:17 – Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
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The Bible is for cleaning out the soul of all the spiritual crud that has accumulated in us…. 

 

1 Peter 2:1-2 – Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of 

every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 

salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

If you will allow it, the living, authoritative, powerful Word of God will open you up and clean you out 

and cause you to grow spiritually.  The Holy Spirit uses the same Word which He Himself gave in 

order to do this work in you! 

 

CONCLUSION 

There is much more which could be said about the growth and the development of the inner life of the 

believer in Christ.  And much more which could be said about the role of the Bible in that process and 

about the Holy Spirit’s precision work in transforming us from the inside out through the Word.   

 

Let me ask you some questions to help you think this through: 

 

Can you think of any means through which God your Creator has told you about Himself other than 

through the Bible?  Creation tells you there is a God; but what is there available to you, other than the 

Bible, which tells you who that Creator God is?  I would submit to you that the only way you will ever 

know anything about God is through His Word.  I would go even further and say the only way you as 

a believer can grow to know God relationally is through His Word.  No other means is available. 

 

Similarly, can you think of any other means of knowing Christ, other than through what you can know 

of Him as He is revealed in the Bible?  The Bible tells you why you need Him and it tells you how to 

know Him.   

 

One might say, “I can know Him through prayer!”  But how do you know whom you are addressing 

without Him telling you who He is through His Word?  Besides which, how do you know you’re 

supposed to pray apart from the Bible telling you about prayer? 

 

One might say, “Well, I can know Jesus by following Him!”  How can you follow Him if you do not 

know where He is going?  And how can you know where He is going, and where He wants you to go, 
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if He doesn’t tell you?  Of course, you know He has told you in His Word.  So, in order to truly follow 

Jesus, you must know what He says about following Him in the Bible. 

 

Let’s look at our 1 Thessalonians 2:13 passage one more time…. 

 

When you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, 

but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

You need to receive the Word of God into your daily living.  You must arrange ways in which you can 

encounter the Bible and interact with it.  Perhaps it is a Bible memory program of some kind.  

Certainly, a daily devotional guide can be a great help.  Reviewing the sermon notes that are 

available online.  Getting involved in a Sunday school class or a life group that is focused on Scripture 

is a good way to encounter the Bible regularly.  Having a study Bible with good notes of explanation 

or a handy commentary can be a great way to read through the Bible. 

 

Beyond receiving and encountering the Word of God, you should also recognize it for what it really is 

– the authoritative and powerful Word of God.  The Bible is God’s Word to you; it is God speaking to 

you.  If you really begin to see its authority in your life, you’ll begin to respond to the Bible like you 

would a traffic cop!  God means what He says.  He’s serious about it!  And that should have an 

impact on your life. 

 

As you receive the Bible and accept it as the authority of God in your life, you will begin to see the 

Bible at work in your life.  God desires to transform you gradually into the image of His Son.  He has 

given you the indwelling Holy Spirit who is there to use the Word as the means of convicting you, 

cleansing you, and changing you. 

 

Make it your purpose this week to receive the Word of God more into your life, to recognize its 

authority in your life, and watch as it transforms your life by changing you!  

 

    


